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Mz. JACOB I8RAEL. 


31K, 
" BEG leave to preſent you 
with this ſmall token of 
reſpect, from one who truly 
reverences your character and 
manner of life. I dare ſay, 
Sir, either Jew or Chriſtian, 
who has had the honour of 
your acquaintance. would join 
with me in my affertion, that 
A 2 your 
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your conduct in many reſpects 
is worthy imitation, O Sir! 
how would it rejoice my heart, 
if I could hear you, and the 
whole body of your people, 
acknowledge with Mathaniel, 
that our Lord and Saviour Je- | 
sus CuR1sT is the Son of Gop. 
Though, Sir, in the ſcripture 
phraſe, it is now the eleventh 
hour with you, it is not im- 
poſſible with God to remove 
your prejudices, even now, at 
the cloſe of life, and bring 
you, like good old Simeon, to 


3 Teceive 
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receive Jeſus Chriſt in the 
arms of your faith, as the ſal- 
vation of God the King of 
Iſrael, and the true Meſſiah, 
which you will not yet ac- 


knowledge to have been in our 


world. Sir, I am not going 
to make either your people or 


ours believe, that what I have 


publiſhed in the following 
pages was wrote 1n particular 
to you: I think it right to 
inform you, Sir, that a family 
of Jews, whom I have known 
as long almoſt as Mr, Israrr, 
Which 
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which is upwards of thirty 
years, came to adviſe with me 
about religion, which was the 
true cauſe of publiſhing theſe 
Letters at this preſent period. 


From 
Your very humble ſervant, 


Tux Arno. 
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To the READER 


Drar FRIEND, 
HERE beg leave to caſt in my 


mite into God's treaſury, for the 
public good 'of any of my elder bre- 
thren and fiſters the Jews, who 
have a defire to ſeek the New Jeru- 
falem; and notwithſtanding the 
world is filled with much better 
compolitions, done by much abler 
hands, yet I hope this will not be 
altogether unacceptable, and that 
it will be taken as it is meant. It 
was written, at firſt, for a family 
of Jews; but reading theſe Letters 
Eh: | PR 
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to ſome of my friends, they doubt - 
ed not but they might be of uſe to 
ſome more of your people; and 
therefore, with their advice, and 
begging your prayers joined with 
mine, that the bleſſing of the God 
of Iſrael may accompany my. weak 
endeayours to ſerve your beſt in- 
tereſt, I ſend it into the world. 


5 From your ſoul's well wiſher, 


Tur AUTHOR. 
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LETTER ML 
SIX, 


SHALL make no other apology 
for committing my thoughts to paper, 
for your peruſal, than our accidental, or, 
{hall I have the happineſs to add, provi- 
dential, falling into a religious diſcourſe 
at my houſe. I find myſelf quite une- 
qual to ſuch a taſk, as you have all the 
ad vantage of education on your fide; 
for we Engliſh people in general are quite 
wnacquainted with languages, which 4s @ 

ES | great 
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great toſs to us; but ſome of our mi- 
niſters ſtudy Hebrew and Greek, that 

they may compare the Scriptures, for 
fear they ſhould be any way deceived , 
and I find they allow, that the Engliſh 
language will not bear ſo powerful a 
meaning as the Hebrew, and they ſome- 
times lament that loſs of ſtile: Now, Sir, 
{i ſhould think myſelf highly favoured of 
God, if I, one of the leaſt of all his ſer- 
vants, ſhould be made an inſtrument, in 
his hands, of putting you, or any other 
perſon, on ſearching the Scriptures ; for, 
in them, we are certain we have eternal 
lite offered us by a Mediator, who is the 
Beloved Son of God, This brings me 
to conſider your firſt objection concern- 
ing what we call the Trinity. If you 
| pleaſe to read the 1ſt of Geneſis, verſe 
the 26th, you will find God ſays, © Let 
Us make man in our image, after our like- 
neſs.” &c. This, Sir, is only one of 
the many texts that proves God che Fa- 
G * 
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ther ſpeaking to his Son. To refer you 
to every text, I would be glad to note 
down for your obſervation, would take 
up beſt part of the Old and New Jeſ— 
tament. 


trom Yours. 


FEFrFTTE 


S un, 


15 gave me great pleaſure to hear you 
was like the people of Berea, of whom 
St, Paul ſays, they were more noble than 
they of Theſſalonica, for they ſearched 
the Scriptures daily, to ſee if what St. 
Paul and Silas ſaid agreed with the word 
of God. —You remember, Sir, I ſup- 
poſe, I obſerved to you, that the Firſt 
Promiſe of a Melſiah was at the fall of 
our firſt parents, Gen. iii. 15, God ſaid 
unto the ſerpent, * I will put enmity be- 
tween thy feed and her feed; it ſhall 
N cn Owl 


141 
bruiſe thy head, and thou ſhalt bruiſe 
his heel.” We mult all allow, that Sa- 
tan might be ſaid to bruiſe our Meſſiah's 
- keel, when he appeared in our world. I 
remember, Sir, you ſaid you had not be- 
tore that time conſidered this text in this 
ſenſe; that is to ſay, you could not be- 
lieve that Satan ſhould have any power 
given him to injure the Meſſiah : but this 
text refers to our Saviour's ſufferings 
from his birth to his crucifixion, You 
may, from hence, learn the cauſe of 
Chriſt's ſufferings, which was to reinſtate 
us into the favour of God; for God told 
Adam and Eve, that in the Day they 
eat of the forbidden fruit they ſhould 
ſurely die; but che ſerpent, whom our 
Saviour ſaid was a lar from the begin- 
ning, told them they ſhould not die, but 
they ſhould be as gods, knowing good 

and evil, But we ſee, from daily ob- 
ſervation, that the word of God muſt 
Rand, and will ſtand firm to all ages; 
7. 7700 f for 


1 


for one falls on our right hand, and ano- 
ther on our left, of all religions, of all 
countries, of all ages, ſexcs, and ſpecies : 
for through Adam's tranſgreſſion, death 
came upon all mankind. But through 
Chriſt Jeſus, the ſecond Adam, ſhall all 
be made alive; who caine in the place 
of Adam to fulfil every tittle of the law, 
and redeem us to God by his molt pre- 
cious blood; for as he was the maker of 
his own laws, ſo he came into our world 
to be the fulfiller of his own laws, where- 
by he made the law honourable, as Da- 
vid expreſſes it, And notwithſtanding 
one of your people told me, that if they 
were in the Holy Land they could keep 
God's laws perfectly, yet we know they 
are ſo pure, that nothing ſnort of the Son 
of God himſelf ever did keep all and 


covery of God's laws; for we have all 


gone aſtray from the womb, ſpeaking 
lies. You need only read the book of 
Deuteronomy, and the Pſalms of David, 
B 3 and 


the goodneſs of our performance, for 


1 
«nd what the prophets have declared con- 
cerning former times, and you will ſee. 
what a black catalogue of ſins is there 
laid to the charge of God's favourite peo- 
ple, the Jews, when in the Holy Land. 
And as to preſent times, I have no oc- 
caſion to note down; for we cannot (tir 
out of the doors, neither among your 
people, nor ours, who are called Chril- 
tians, but we hear them prophane the 
bleſſed name of Chriſt, after whom they 
are called, or ſome dreadtul imprecation, 
to oblige us to {hut our ears againſt the 
awful found. It makes one think of 
times of old, when Lot was grieved with 


the converſation of the wicked, and 


Abraham pleaded for Sodom, and Noah 
tor the people of his time, and David 
lamenting dwelling in Meſeck and Ke- 


der. Therefore, as St. Paul faith, both 
Jews and Gentiles are all ſinners, and all 


need a Saviour: and it is not pleading 


it 
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if we could ſave ourſelves, then the coſt: 
ly blood of Chriſt was ſhed in vain; for 
he would not have left the habitation of 
his Father's throne for upwards of thirty- 
three years, and bore the contradiction 
of ſinners againſt himſelf, if it had not 
been every way needful for Jews and 
Gentiles. And I cannot help thinking, 
if you would give the Old and New Teſ- 
tament a candid reading, you could not 
deny but the character of Jeſus of Na- 
_ zareth, who was born at Bethlehem of 
Judea, in the days of Herod the king, 
Matt. ii. 1. was anſwerable in every re- 
ſpect to your Meſſiah. And the place of 
his birth is likewiſe foretold by Micah, 
chap. v. verſe 2. But thou, Bethlehem 
Ephratah, though thou be little among 
the thouſands of Judah, yet out of thee 
{hall he come forth unto me that is to be 
ruler in Iſrael; whoſe goings forth have 
been from of old from everlaſting.” And 
the fame prophet ſaith, © They ſhall ſmite 
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the fudge of Tiracl with a rod upon the 
cheek ;” which was fulfilled Mart. xxvii. 
30. Mark xv. 19. Laute xxii. 64. who 
faith, they ſtruck him on the face, 1 
hope 1 have dedicated this firſt to the 
Lord our God, and have been enabled to 
beg his acceptance and bleſſing on this 
my endeavour to ſerve you; and now I 
beg you to uſe all poſſible freedom with 
me, in regard of every doubt you har- 
bour in your breaſt concerning our Mel- 
fiah; and I hope it will be given me, 
from the good Spirit of God, to ſolve 
them; and that he will dictate every line 
I tall be inclined to write concerning 
what we have engaged in. It is a ſubject 
that yields me much pleaſure; and that 
vou may reap much advantage, is the 
earneſt wiſ of yours to command. 


Schold the woman's promis'd ſeed, behold the 
| great Meſſiah come, 

Behold the prophets all agree to gi him the ſu- 

Perior room; | 

2D ibra'nn 
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| Abra'm the faint rejoic'd of old, when viſions of 
the Lord be ſaw, 

Moſes the man of God foretold this great fulf ler 
of his law. 

The types bore witneſs to his name, obtalin'd their 

chief defign and ceas'd, 

The incenſe and the bleeding lamb, the ark, the 
altar, and the prieſt ; | 

PrediQions in abundance meet to join their bleſ- 
ſings on his head; 


Jeſus, we worſhip at thy feet, and nations own 
the promis'd ſeed, 


LETTER III. 
SUR, 


you ſpoke of circumciſion, and ſaid, 
God e it for ever, for ever, 

for ever. We allow it was commanded 
Abram, Fr xvii. 10, * This is my co- 
venant, which ye ſhall keep between me 
and you, and thy ſced after thee; every 
man child among you ſhall be circum- 
ciſed.“ Several texts of ſcripture you 
have 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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have to the ſame purpoſe. But the chri- 
tian religion is a ſpiritual religion; it re- 
quires truth in the inward parts, and we 
are commanded to circumciſe the fore- 
{kin of our hearts. Deut. x. 12. And 
now, Iſrael, what doth the Lord thy God 


require of thee, but to fear the Lord 


thy God, to walk in all his ways, and to 
love him, and to ſerve him, the Lord 
thy God, with all thy heart, and with all 
thy ſoul; to keep the commands of the 


Lord,” &c. Deut. xxx. 6. And the 


Lord thy God will circumciſe thine 
heart, and the heart of thy ſeed, to love 


the Lord thy God with all thine heart, 


and with all thy ſoul, that thou mayeſt 
live.” * Circumciſion is nothing, and 
uncircumciſion is nothing, but the keep- 
ing the commandments of God.” 1 Cor. 


vii. 19. Is he the God of the Jews 
only? Is he not alſo of the Gentiles ? 
Yes, of the Gentiles alſo : ſeeing it is one 


God, which ſhall juſtify the circumciſion 


by 


by faith, and unc ircumciſion through 
faith.“ Rom. iii, 29 and 30. Hear fur- 
ther the great apoſtle: Behold, 1 Paul 
ſay unto you, that if you be circumciſed, 
Chrift ſhall profit you nothing. For I 
teſtify again to every man that is circum- 
ciſed, that he is a debtor to do the whole 
law. Chriſt is of no effect to ſuch; for 
in Jeſus Chriſt, neither circumciſion 
availeth any thing, nor uncircumcilion, 
but a new creature,” GG., 3. 


] am, with ſincere reſpect, 


Dear Sir, yours. 


The promiſe was divinely free, extenſive was the 
grace; 
Iwill the God of Abra'm be, and of his num"rous 
race. 
He ſaid, and with a bloody ſeal confirm 4 the 
words he ſpoke, 
long did the ſons of Abra'm feel the tarp and 
n yoke; 


Til 
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Till God's own ſon deſcending low, gave his own 
fleſh to bleed, 

And Gentiles taſte the bleſſings now, from the 
hard bondage freed. x 


The God of Abra'm claims our praiſe, his pro- 
miſes endare, 

And Chriſt the Lord in gentler ways makes the 
ſalvation ſure. 


„ T TI .. 
STR, 
WE are well acquainted the Jews were 


commanded not to eat unclean 
things, and that the antient Hebrews did 
not eat indifferently with all forts of per- 
ſons; for in Joſeph's time, they eat not 
with the ZEgyptians, nor the Ægyptians 
with them. Gen. xliii. 32. In our Saviour's 
time, they did not eat with the Sama- 
Titans, for the Jews had no dealings with 
them. Jobn iv. 9. And the Jews were 
very much offended that Chriſt made no 
— 
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ſcruple of eating with publicans and ſin- 
ners: „Why cateth your maſter with 
publicans and ſinners?“ Malt. ix. 12. 
But when Jeſus heard that, he ſaid unto 
them, “'the whole need not a phyſician, 
but they that are ſick. But go ye and 
learn what that meaneth; 1 will have 
mercy, and not ſacrifice; for I am not 
come to call the righteous, but ſinners 
to repentance, For I defired mercy, 
and not ſacrifice, and the knowledge of 
God more than burnt offerings.” Heſea 
vi. 6. And when he had called all the 


people unto him, (Mark vii. 14.) he ſaid 


unto them, Hearken unto me every one 
of you, and underſtand; there 1s no- 
thing from without a man that entereth 
into him can defile him, but the things 
that come out of him, thoſe are they 
that defile the man. If any man have 
ears to hear, let him hear. And when 
he was entered into the houſe from the 


people, his diſciples aſked him concern- . 


ing 


! 

ing the parable; and he ſaith unto them, 
Are ye alto without underſtanding? Do 
ye not perceive, that whatſoever thing - 
from without entering into the man, it 
cannot defile him, becauſe it entereth not 
into his heart, but into the belly, and 
goeth out into the draught, purging all 
meats; and he ſaid, that which cometh 
out of the man, that defileth the man; 
for from within, out of the heart of men, 
proceed evil thoughts, adulteries, forni- 
cations, laſciviouſneſs, an evil eye, blaſ- 
phemy, pride, focliſhneſs. All theſe evil 
things come from within, and defile the 
man.” Now, Sir, can any diſpute the 
truth of this doctrine? Has not Chriſt 
as much knowledge of the law as you 
Jews? Will you continue to diſpute the 
matter ſtill with him? Did not God 
give you your laws? Is not Chriſt the 
true Meſſiah? Is he not God? Has he 
not a right to direct? Did not the diſci- 
ples diſpute this matter for you? Was 

ES they 


1 
they not all Jews? Ves, certainly. Then 
do not cavil any longer. Be no longer 
faithleſs, but believing. 


E — 


From yours, &c, 


J. 


Not different food, nor different dreſs, 
| Compole the kingdom of our Lord, 
But peace and joy, and righteouſneſs, 
Faith and obedience to his word. 


II. 


Let pride and wrath be baniſh'd hence, 
Meekneſs and love our ſouls purſue ; 
Nor ſhall our practice give offence 
To ſaint, the Gentile, or the Jew. 


Romans Xiv, 17, 18, 19. 1 Cor. x. 32, 


LE x- 
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LETTER . 


DRA SIR, 


OUR coming to me puts me very 
much in mind of St. Paul's viſion, 
Ads xvi. 6, 7, 8, and 9, where he ſays, 
* a man of Macedonia appeared to him, 
ſaying, Come over into Macedonia, and 
help us. Mr. I little thought what 
you and Mrs. — came to me about, 
till you began to diſcover your errand. 
It was no viſion that I beheld, but an 
Iſraelite, whom I have ſome reaſon to 
hope went away from me ſomewhat con- 
vinced of the Chriſtian's being in the 
right, concerning the Meſſiah having 
been in our world. I with I could as 
really add that you was a true convert to 
the chriſtian religion, or your friend that 
brought you. She often told me ſhe 


would bring her father, or one of her 


male friends, to ſpeak to me concerning 


„„ 
the chriſtian religion. But I never 
thought ſhe would. But ſhe kept her 
pomiſe, after ſome years; for ſhe ſaid 
ſhe could not anſwer the many queſtions 
I put to her, concerning the jewiſh reli- 
gion, which I was much ſurpriſed at, for 


I thought if ſhe underſtood her own reli- 


gion, I would take the apoſtle's method, 


and ſpiritualize the one by and from the 


other, which was a right way of con- 
vincing you Jews. Sir, it is impoſſible 
to ſay all that I could ſay to you in a 
ſheet of paper, it would fill volumes. 


Jam your moſt obliged ſervant, 
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„LETTER VI. 


) H Sirs | what can I ſay to you elder 
>= brethren and ſiſters, to perſuade you 
to become Chriſtians. Oh that I had 
the pen of a ready writer ! Oh that I had 
the tongue of the learned! Oh that 1 
could be made wiſe, to win, at leaſt; 
ſome of you Jews over to the chriſtian 
faith! Oh that the Lord would honour 
me ſo far, as to make me an inſtrument 
of fome good to you Jews, the once fa- 
vqurite people of God, Do you never 
look back on your former ſtate, and 
think from whence you are fallen? What 
can you mean by heſitating ſo many hun- 
dred years about the coming of Meſſiah? 
He has been in the fleſh, and the Jews 
and Gentiles agreed together to crucity 
him, as was determined by the fore-know- 
515 of God before time commenced. 
Oh . it is high ti time for you to be 
a looking 
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looking about you, and examine God's 
word concerning the promiſes of the 
coming of Meſſiah. The firſt is Gen. 
iii. 15, Another you will find in Cen. 
xlix. 10. The ſcepter ſhall not depart 
from Judah, nor a law-giver from be- 
tween his feet, till Shiloh come, and unto 
him ſhall the gathering of the people be.“ 
Numb. xxiv. 17. is to the ſame purpoſe. 
Gentlemen, you know the ſcepter has 
departed from Judah near one thouſand 
eight hundred years, and God is not a 
man that he ſhould lie. Pjalm cxxxſĩi. 
11. * The Lord hath ſworn in truth unto 
David, he will not turn from it; of the 
fruit of thy body will I ſet upon thy 
throne.” The promiſes of a Meſſiah 
are very numerous in the Old Teſtament, 
and are fulfilled in the New. Believe 
uy Ar, to be with great reſpect, 


| Your obliged ſervant. 
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LETTER VI. 


" Drax Sin, 
T WISH I could find out acceptable 
words, and words that might be of 
everlaſting uſe to you Jews. If thou 
wilt return, O Iſrael, ſaith the Lord, 
return unto me; circumciſe yourſelves 
to the Lord; take away the fore-ſkin 
of your heart, O Jeruſalem. Waſh thine 
| heart from wickedneſs, that thou mayeſt 
be ſaved, Haw long ſhall vain thoughts 
lodge within thee? Cry aloud; ſpare 
not; lift up thy voice like a trumpet, 
and ſhew my people their tranſgreſſions, 
and the houſe of Jacob their ſins.” Jer. 
11. 1. Moreover the word of the Lord 
came to me, ſaying, Go and cry in the 
ears of Jeruſalem, ſaying, Thus faith 
the Lord, I-remember thee, the kind- 
nels of thy youth, the love of thine eſ- 
OY. | poulals, 
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pouſals, when thou wenteſt after me in 
the wilderneſs, in a land that was not 
ſown, Then was Ifrael holineſs to the 
Lord. Hear ye the word of the Lord, 
O houſe of Jacob, and all the families 
of the houſe of Iſrael. Is Iſrael a fer- 
vant? Is he a home-born ſlave? Why 1s 
he ſpoiled??? Hear, my dear brother, 
what the Lord thy God lays by Jere- 
mah. * Haſt thou not procured this un- 
to thyſelf, in that thou haſt forſaken the 
Lord thy God, although he led thee by 
the way?” And now, what haſt thou to 


do? Wherefore can ye plead with God, 
when ye know how long ye have forſaken 
him. But we are commanded to plead 


for you. Fer. iii. 12, © Go and proclaim 
toward the north, and ſay, Return thou 


backſliding Iſrael, ſaith the Lord, and 1 
will not cauſe my anger to fall upon thee. 


For I am merciful, ſaith the Lord, and 
I will not keep mine anger for ever. 


INE acknowledge thine iniquity, that 


3 | thou 
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thou haſt tranſgreſſed againſt the Lord 


thy God. Turn, O backſliding children, 
faith the Lord, for I am married unto 
you. If thou wilt return, O Iſrael, re- 
turn unto me, ſaith the Lord. Be thou 


inſtructed, O Jeruſalem, leſt my ſoul 


depart from thee. To. whom ſhall 1 


ſpeak, and give warning, that they may 


hear ? Behold their car is uncircumciſed, 
and they cannot hearken. Is there no 


baim in Gilead? Is there no phyſician 


there? Why is not the health of the 
daughter of my people recovered? O 


that my head were waters, and mine eyes 
fountains of rears, that I might wcep 


day and night for the ſlain of the daugh- 


ter of my people.” My dear friends, 
deign to read what I have written for 


your ſakes. Pardon my free way of 


ſpeaking. For your ſoul's intereſt, ſearch 


after truth. Hear what God ſays by 
his ſervant Moſes. Deut. xxxii. 18. Of 


the rock that begat thee thou artunmind- 


1 . 
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ful, and haſt forgotten God that formed 


thee.” And when the Lord ſaw it, he 


abhorred them, becauſe of the provoking 


of lis ſons and of his daughters; and he 
laid, I will hide my face from them, 1 
will fee what their end ſhall be. They 
have moved me to jealouſy with that 
which is not God. They have provoked 
me to anger with their vanities, and I will 


move them to jealouſy with thoſe that are 


not a people. I will provoke them to 
anger with a fooliſh nation; for they are 
a nation void of council, neither is there 
any underſtanding in them.” 7 


From your ſoul's friend. 


LETTER VIII. 


S IR, 


J FIND you Iſraelites entertain hard 


thoughts of us chriſtians, You ſcem 
to think we do not underſtand the na- 
ture and attributes of the ever-living 


_ God, whom we profeſs ro worſhip, as it 


we did not revere him as God, Sir, we, 
I truſt, who have been converted, and 


called out of a ſtate of ignorance into the 


knowledge of the glorious goſpel of Jeſus 


_ Chriſt, do know, that God is holy, and 


that nothing unholy can enter into the 
New Jeruſalem, where God himſelf is. 


We know you Jews were formerly called 


an holy people, your place of worſhip 


an holy temple, your prieſts were called 


holy prieſts, and your Levites were 


wholly ſet apart for holy uſes. Your 


land was called an holy land, your pro- 
3 pPhets 


1 


phets were called holy prophets, your 


Nazarites, as Jeremiah ſays, were whitet 


than ſnow. But, conſider, who gave 
you all that purity? Did not God, at 
that time, dwell among you, and com- 
municate all thoſe good gifts to you. It 
was not in your people to make them- 
ſelves holy, no more then than now, 
Therefore you all would do well to con- 


ider from what heights you are fallen, 


and hear and mind what the Lord thy 
God ſays to you as a people, and not re- 
flect on God's people where you dwell; 
for God is the ſame holy Being (till, and 
requires the ſame purity {till in all them 


that claim an intereſt in his favour. For 


he has declared folemnly, that none but 


ſuch as are made white in the blood of 
the Lamb ſhall enter into the kingdom of 


Heaven. Sir, you Jews have the offer 
of ſalvation by a Redeemer, as well as 
we. You are told, if 0 aſk you ſhall 

| receive, 


Pw” „„ too — „ 
r 
3 42 0 * 


——ũ—U ara „ 


1283 ; 
receive, if you ſeek you ſhall find, if 


you knock, a door of mercy ſhall be 
opened. 


From, dear Sir, e 
Yours with great reſpect. 


F.xalt the Lord our God, and worſhip at his feet, 

His vature is all holineſs, and mercy is his ſeat. 

Exalc the Lord our God, whole grace is till the 
ſame, 


Still he is a God of holineſs and jeans is bis 
name. 


LE 
Drar SIR, 


Tun E. are three things 8 to 

him that would prove and manifeſt 
himſelf to be a true chriſtian, Firſt, 
firmly to believe the Holy Scriptures to 
be the undoubted word of God. Se- 
condly, ſeriouſly to endeayour to get à 
right underſtanding thereof, as far as he 
is 
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, 


he 
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is able. Thirdly, carefully and con- 


ſcientiouſly to conform his life and prac- 
tice thereunto. Sir, I am ſenſible that 
your Jews do believe part of the Scrip- 
tures to be true, and part not; but that 
will not do, the Old and New Teſta- 
ment muſt not be ſeparated ; for what 
God hath joined together, men muſt not 
put aſunder. The Old Teſtament and 
the New may be compared to a lock and 
key; the one opens, and diſcovers the 
meaning of the other; for we could not 
rightly underſtand the one without the 
other. Oh dear Sir, let me intreat you 
to compare them together, and ſee if you 
can confute what I here aſſert. My ear- 


neſt deſire and prayer to God for Iſrael 


is, that they may be brought to ſee and 


 acknoyledge, that the New Teſtament 


is the fulfilment of the Old; and then 


they will ſoon be brought to fee that 
+ Jeſus Chriſt is the true Meſſiah, which 
was promiſed all through the Old Teſta- 


ment; 
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ment; and that he was the Sent of God. 


Oh! how long have you Jews been look- 
ing for your Meſſiah? Why will you not 
believe ? 


From yours. 


Behold on fiying clouds he comes, and ev'ry eye 
mall fee him move; 


Tho" with our fins we pierc'd him once, then he 


diſplays his pard'ning love, 


LETTER X. 


No, Sir, if you would reflect for 


a few moments how the caſe is al- 


tered with you Jews, and us Gentiles, 


though, at other times, you abhorred us 
as dogs; the Jewiſh ſpouſe ſays of us 
Gentiles, We have a little ſiſter, and 


the hath no breaſts: What ſhall we do 


for our ſiſter, when ſhe ſhall be ſpoken _ 
"= 
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for?“ Solemen's Song, viii. 8. Take no 
further thought for us, O thou once be- 
loved ſynagogue of the Jews. Thy ſiſ. 
ter is not only ſpoken for, but contracted 


and happily married to her Lord and Sa- 
viour, having been betrothed to him in 


righteouſneſs, in judgment, and in lov- 
ing-kindneſs, and in mercies; fo as we 
can now return your pity to thee, and 
ſay, We had an elder ſiſter which had 
breaſts, but her breaſts are long ſince 
wrinkled and dried up. What ſhall we 
do for our ſiſter in theſe days of her bar- 


renneſs and juſt neglect; we ſhall ſurely 


pray for our ſiſter, that God would be 
pleaſed to return to her in his compaſſions 


of old, and reſtore her to the happy ſtate 


of her e fruitfulneſs. We, as chriſ- 
tians, continue ſtill to follow you with 


our prayers, and long for the happy 
time, when God ſhall bring in the full- 
neſs of the Genziles, and "gather toge- 


ther 
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From your ſoul's friend. 


Thine ancient family, the Jews, were firſt invited 
to the feaſt ; 


We humbly take what they refuſe, and Gentiles 


thy falvation taſte. 
We are the poor, the blind, the lame, and help 
was far, and death was nigh, 
But at the goſpel call we came, and every want re- 
ceived ſupply. 


m2 :.. LETTERS Xt 
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WV chriſtians Han if ever we are 


ſaved, and get to Heaven, it is not 
for any good thing in us. No; for we 
are all by nature the children of wrath, 


we are conceived in ſin, we are all liable 


to the wrath and curſe of God. But the 


Son 


1148 ther the outcaſts of Iſrael, and glorify 4 
i world of believers. Even ſo, Amen. 


0.38: 1 
Son of God became a curſe for us, that 
we might be made capable of receiving 
his bleſſing, which he purchaſed for us 
by his death; for it is written in your 
law,“ Curſed is every one that is hanged 
on a tree. But he was wounded for our 
tranſgreſſions. He was bruiſed for our 
iniquities. The chaſtiſement of our ſins 
was upon him, and by his ſtripes we are 
healed. All we, like ſheep, have gone 


| aſtray. We have turned every one to his 


own way, and the Lord has laid on him 
the iniquity of us all;” both Jews and 
Gentiles, that fly to him tor ſucco'r, 
He was oppreſſed, and he was afflicted, 
yer he opened not his mouth. He was 
taken from priſon, and from judgment ; 
and who ſhall declare his generation? for 


he was cut off out of the land of the liv- 


ing: for the tranſgreſſion of my people 


was he ſtricken. And he made his grave 


with the wicked, and with the rich in his 
death, becauſe he had done no violence, 
FIDEL neither 


I 
neither was any deccit found in his 
mouth.” ſaab lin. 


From yours aftectionately. 


"T'was for the ſtubborn Jews, and Gentiles then 
unknown, 

1] he God of juſtice pleaſed u to bruife his beſt be- 
loved Son. 


LET TE K-.AI. 
WD VB 
1 SUPPOSE I need not remind vou 
+ what great things God has done for 
his people Iſrael in paſt ages: how he 
brought you out of the land of Zgy Pt, 
by a ſtrong arm, and the many ſigns and 
wonders he performed by the hand of 
Moſes and Aaron before Pharaoh: king 
of Egypt: how he flew all the firſt- 
born, both of man and beaſt, in one 
fatal night, fatal to the Egyptians, 
22 5 though 
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though not to God's Iſrael; for he com- 
manded the deſtroying angel to paſs over 
the houſes of his favourites. But what 


was the ſignal? why, their houſes was com- 
manded to be ſprinkled with blood. An 


emblem this of the blood of Jeſus Chriſt; 


tor when the angel of death is command- 
ed to cut us down, if we are not ſprinkled 
with the blood of atonement, we ſhall 
be loſt for ever; which will be worſe 
abundantly for us than the temporal 
death of thoſe Ægyptians. You know, 
Sir, how, after that, God led your fore- 


fathers in the wilderneſs for the ſpace 


of forty years; and in that place, and in 
that {pace of time, many ſigns and won- 
ders were done by Moſes and Aaron, 
whom God appointed to conduct you 
to the promiled land. Is not the wilder- 


neſs a ſimilitude of our journey through 


this world? and is not Canaan a type of 
Heaven? and is not Moſes a ſhadow of 
Chriſt ? and is not Chriſt the ſubſtance ? 

55 Mt; 
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St. Paul ſays,“ as for him, he determined 
to know nothing but Chriſt, and him 
crucified.“ 


From yours. 


LETTER XIII. 


OW, Sir, let me lead myſelf and 

you to conſider the ſinfulneſs of 
hin; for I am not aſhamed to confeſs, 
that notwithſtanding I have been a pro- 
ieffor of the chriftian religion many years, 
vet in ſearching over the word of God, 
with an honeſt defign of ſerving my 
Jewiſn friends, I myſelf have met with 
many reproofs, as well as many promiſes; 
tor the word of God is full of both, But 
to take uptheclue I let fall, help me to con- 
ider that nothing leſs than the death of 
Jeſus Chriſt the tighteous could pacify the 
wrath of our offended God. Therefore, 
let us not make light of our fins; tor 
Jeſus 
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Jeſus Chriſt found them a great weight : 
ſo great, that nothing leſs than an Al- 
mighty could ſtand under, And it made 
him ſay to his father, Father, if it be 
poſſible, let this cup paſs from me; but 


not my will but thine be done.“ When 
Chriſt Jeſus was about to die for us, he 
ſweat great drops of blood falling down 


to the ground, and that was but the be- 


ginning of his laſt ſufferings; for to ſay 
the truth, his whole life was a life of ſuf- 
ferings, from his birth to his death. In 
ſhort, he came to ſuffer, and to die a 
ſhametul and an accurſed death, the 


death of the croſs. He was crucified 


between two thieves. All this, Sir, he 
ſuffered for us men, and our ſalvation. 


He was ſpit on. He was buffeted. He 
was blindfolded. - He was ſcourged. He 
was crowned with a crown of thorns. He 


had a mock raiment put on him, that 
was a purple robe, and mock reſpect 
peed. him; for they bent the knee to 

2} . him, 


C.-Y 

him, and ſaid, “ Hail King of the Jews.” 
And this, my friend, was the only Son 
of God. And he ſuffered them ſo to 
do, as their own wicked inventions lead 
them. And this is he who ſhall come 
again quickly to judge both the quick 
and the dead, and every eye ſhall fee 
him, and they alſo that pierced him, and 
every knee ſhall then be obliged to bow 
before him, and every tongue ſhall wil 
lingly then confeſs that he is God, the 
only true God, and Jeſus Chriſt the on- 
ly true Meſſiah. Therefore, it behoves 
all, both Jews and Gentiles, t6 ſcek an 
intereſt in the death of Chriſt; for there 
is no ſalvation to be obtained any other 
way but through the death and ſufferings 
of Chriſt Jeſus; for there is no other 
name given among men, whereby we can 


be faved.” Pardon me, Sir, if I repeat 


this affertion; for it is impoſſible that 
the blood of any beaſt, or even if you 
wes to offer up the fruit of your body 

7 | | | for 
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for the fins of your ſoul, could be of 
any ſervice to you in getting one of your 
leaſt fins remitted, All your former ſa- 
crifices in the old law were but a type or 
ſhadow of the death and ſufferings of 
the Son of God; elſe what uſe do you 
Jews think they could be of. 


From your fouls well wiſher. 


LETTER XIV. 


SIR, | 
ou ſeemed the moſt aſtoniſhed at 
our Saviour ſuftering himſelf, as 
God, to be tempted by the devil in the 
wilderneſs, when you ſpoke of Mattherr 
iv. 1, But if you will turn to Gen. 14. 1, 
you may eaſily account for that. O Sir, 

the whole of our Lord's proceedings was 
altoniſhing. Is it not aſtoniſhing, that 


he, who was God, the ſecond perſon in 


the Trinity, and received Divine homage 
D 2 S 
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as God, and thought it no robbery to 
be equal with God the Father and the 
Holy Spirit, chat he ſhould be born of 
a virgin, and not only fo, but in a ſtable, 
and his firſt bed was ſtraw. For it is 
faid, Luke ii. 7. © She brought forth her 
firſt born ſon, and wrapped him in ſwad- 
ling clothes, and laid him in a manger ;" 
and the reaſon given is,“ becaule there 
Was no room for them in the inn,” I 
would intreat you, my brother, to read 
the New Teſtament with care and can- 
dour, and God grant you may under- 
ſtand what you read, Verſe- 11. of the 
ſame chapter ſays, . Unto you is born 
in the city of David a Saviour, which is 
_ Chriſt the Lord; a light to lighten the 
Gentiles, and the glory of his people Iſ- 
rael.“ In verſe the 46th, it is remark- 
ed, “That he was found in the Temple, 
fitting in the midſt of the doctors, both 
hearing them and aſking them queſtions, 
and all that heard him were aſtoniſhed ar 

I his 
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his underſtanding and anſwers.” You 


ſee, Sir, the doctors were as much aſto- 
niſhed at his wiſdom, at the early age ot 
twelve years, as you was at his ſuffering 
the devil to tempt him in the wilderneſs, 
It is, no doubt, aſtoniſhing that ſuch 


worms and reptiles, as we all are, ſhould 


dare to tempt God; and yet how often 


does God complain of the children of 


Iſrael tempting him while going through 
the wilderneſs; and, for what I know, 


the ſame wilderneſs your forefathers pall- 


ed through to Canaan, Hear what St. 


Paul ſays to you Hebrews of our Bleſſed 


Meſſiah, Hes. ii. 16, 18. For verily he 
took not on him the nature of angels, 


but the ſeed of Abraham; for in that he _ 


himſelf hath ſuffered being tempted, he 
is able to ſuccour them that are tempted.” 


Chap. iv. 13. For we have not an high 


prieſt, that cannot be touched with the 


feeling of our infirmities ; but was in all 


= "0 points 


1 


points teinpted like as we are, yet with» 
out ſin.“ 


From yours, &c. 


Touch'd with a ſympathy within, he knows our 
| feeble frame, 
He knows what fore temptations mean, for he has 
felt the ſame. 


LETTER XV. 


S1 n. 


HALL I further inform you what it 
is to be a Chriſtian. Why truly it is 
to inliſt you to be a ſoldier under Chriſt 
Jeſus, the captain of our ſalvation ; for 
| he doth not like cowards, Pleaſe to read 
 Epbefians vi. 10. Finally, my brethren, 
be ſtrong in the Lord, and in the power 
of his might. Put on the whole armour 

of God, that ye may be able to ſtand 
againſt the wiles of the devil, For we 
1 ; wreſtle 
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wreſtle not againſt fleſh and blood only, 
but againſt principalities and powers, 
againſt the rulers of the darknels of this 
world, againſt ſpiritual wickedneſs in 
high places. Wherefore, take unto you 
the whole armour of God, that ye may 
be able to withſtand in the evil day, and 
having done all to ſtand. Stand there- 
fore, having your loins girt about with 
truth, and having on the breaſt-plate of 
righteouſneſs, and your feet ſhod with 
the preparation of the goſpel of peace. 
Above all, taking the ſhield of faith, 
wherewith ye ſhall be able to quench all 
the fiery darts of the wicked. And take 
the helmet of ſalvation, and the ſword 
of the Spirit, which is the word of God: 
Praying always with all prayer and ſup. 
plication in the Spirit, and watching 
thereunto with all perſeverance, and ſup- 
plication for all ſaints.” You fee, Sir, 
the chriſtian life is not to be an idle life; 
for a Chriſtian is called to labour, and 
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to exert every faculty of our ſouls and 
bodies. And as Solomon ſays, Whatſo- 
ſoever our hands find to do, we muſt do 
it with all our might; for there is no 
work nor device in the grave, whither 
we are all haſtening,” 


From your friend in time. 


LETTER: XVI. 


- Db Ky 


1 Remember I aſked you what your 
thoughts were of our places of wor- 
ſhip; and your anſwer was, you had 
been in many of them, and that you 
thought the Chriſtians behaved with a 
great deal of decency and devotion ; and 
you likewiſe told me that your people 
behaved very indecent at the ſynagogue; 
for you added, if I could underſtand 
them, that I ſhould be amazed; for I 
might rather think that the gentlemen 
were 
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were at the Exchange, than in a place of 
worſhip. But, Sir, I can inform you 
that this is an old complaint againſt your 
people. Matt. xxi. 12. * And Jeſus 
went into the temple of God, and caſt 
out all them that fold and bought in the 
temple, and overthrew the tables of the 
money-changers, and the feats of them 
that told doves; and he ſaid unto them, 
it is written, my houſe ſhall be called a 
houſe of prayer, but ye have made it a 
den of thieves.” Mark xi. 13. And Jeſus 
went into the temple, and began to caſt 


out them that ſold and bought in the 
' temple, and overthrew the tables of the 
money-changers, and the ſeats of them 


that fold doves, and would not ſuffer 


that any man ſhould carry any veſſel 
through the temple ; and he taught, ſay- 


ing unto them, Is it not written, my 
houſe ſhall be called of all nations the 
houſe of prayer, but ye have made it a 
den of thicves.“ Jobn i. 19K 
| | che 
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the Jews' paſſover was at hand, and Jeſus 
went up to Jeruſalem, and found in the 
temple thoſe that fold oxen, and ſheep, 
and doves, and the changers of money 
fitting; and when he had made a ſcourge 
of ſmall cords, he drove them all out of 
the temple, and the ſheep and the oxen ; 
and poured out the changer's money, and 
overthrew the tables; and ſaid unto them 
that ſold doves, Take theſe things hence, 


make not my Father's houſe an houſe of 
merchandiſe.” Now, Sir, you ſee that 


your confeſſion is quite agreeable to what 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ſays of the Jews 
of his time, when he was fo condeſcend- 
ing to ſojourn among them. Dear Sir, I 
would hope, as the Lord has given you 
to fee ſuch a difference in our churches 


to your own places of worſhip, that you 
would be further brought to ſee the con- 
ſiſteney of worſhipping God, who is a 


apa, in rd and in Truth. 
| From Yours. 
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LETTER XVI. 


DEAN FAIIND, 


O make this little treatife as uſeful 
as poſſible, it obliges me to be very 
brief on each particular J here offer for 
your peruſal. But I hope an abler hand 
than mine will take up the pen that I let 
fall. It is a work J have long wiſhed the 
miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt would take in 
hand. But why they do not, I ſhall not 


take upon me to decide, Sure I am, if 1 


was 2 miniſter of Jeſus Chritt, I ſhould 
think it my duty to write ſomething tor 


you ſeed of faithful Abraham. You are 


ſtill to be conſidered as having many pro- 
miſes left on record for yau ſtill, if you 


vould {et yourſelves properly to ſeek 


after them, by fervent praycrs and hu- 
miliation, and fincere turning yourſelves 


unto God in good carneſt. Oh what a 


blefled 


1 46 ] 


bleſſed ſight would it be, to thoſe that 
truly fear God, if they are permitted to 
behold God's former favourites turn to 
him again with all their hearts, and with 
all their minds, and with all their ſouls ; 
for there is a day coming, and I think it 
not far off, that God will pour upon the 
houſe of David, and 'upon the inhabi- 
tants of Jeruſalem, the Spirit of grace 
and of ſupplications; and they ſhall look 
upon him whom they have pierced, and 
they ſhall mourn for him as one mourn- 
eth for his only ſon, and be in bitterneſs 
for him as one that is in bitterneſs for his 
firſt born.“ Zec. x11, 10. Behold he 
cometh with clouds, and every eye {hall 
fee him, and they alſo that pierced him, 
and all kindreds of the earth ſhall wai! 
becauſe of him, Even ſo, Amen. Rev. 
i 7. 
From Tours. 
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1 FIND you Jews have not entirely 

forgot Jeruſalem yer; for your Rab- 
bins tell you, that whoſoever builds an 
houſe, ought to leave ſome part unfiniſh- 
ed or imperfect, in memory of the de- 
folation of Jeruſalem, and the temple, 
and ought to make there ſome marks or 
token of ſorrow; according to Palm 
CXXXV11. g. If I forget thee, O Jeruſalem, 
let my right hand forget her cunning.” 


1 find at the doors of your houſes and 


chambers where you dwell you have theſe 
words, written out of Deut. vi. 4. Hear, 
O Iſrael, the Lord thy God is one Lord; 
and thou ſhalt write them on the poſt of 


thy houſes, and on thy gates.“ Chap. 


Xi, 13. And it ſhall come to pals, if 
vou ſhall hearken diligently unto my 
= com- 
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commandments.” The book of Deu. 
teronomy I greatly admire; it is full of 
comfort and inſtruction to Jews and 
Chriſtians ; but ſince the coming of our 
dear Lord Jeſus Chriſt, our Mefſiah, in 
the fleſh, we are taught not to write thoſe 
things on the doors of our houſes, but 
on the flcſhly tables of our hearts. As 
to praying and taſting you obſerve in 
your way; but except you pray with the 
underſtanding, and with faith, we do nor 
account it praying. Your Rabbins are 
like the Roman catholic prieſts, make 
prayer as 2 taſk; for I find they com- 
mand you to ſay a hundred benedictions 
a day. Sir, you Know Paul, the great 
apoſtle, was a Jew; and, as he ſays him- 
ſelf, one of the ſtricteſt ſect, and no 
doubt thought he had often prayed; and 
yet, at his converſion, the Lord himſelf, 
when he appeared to Ananias, told hint 

of Pauls converſion, and as a confirma- 
tion ſays, Behold he prayeth. What 

bop „ think 
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think you could our Lord mean? Not 
that Pau! never prayed before this time, 
No doubt, he prayed often. But he ne- 
ver prayed ſuch a prayer of faith; he 
never prayed with the aſſiſtance of the 
Holy Spirit of God; nor his mind {6 
enlightened, nor his underſtanding ſo 


clear before, He had always been uſcd, 


of courſe, to pray daily in the ſyna- 


gogues or ſchools, and no doubt at home; 


for he was a great zealot in his profeſſion. 
This we well know, Therefore, all we 


draw from it is, that empty forms of 


worſhip are of no uſe; nay, it is rather 
an affront to God than othetwiſe, becauſe 


he ſearches the heart, and tries the reins 


of the children of men. He cannot be 
deceived, and will. not be mocked by 


any forms of worſhip whatever, We 
have as great reaſon to think highly of 


God, as you Jews; for conſider how 


great are our obligations to God, for 
ſending his own dear Son to die for us 


E. ſinners, 


1 
ſinners, and our ſalvation, Do we not, 
ought we not to love him? Yes, ſurely 
we do, with all our hearts, and with all 
our minds, and with all our ſouls; and 
our neighbour as ourlelves, for his ſake. 


From your Soul's friend. 


Let the whole earth his power confeſs, 
Let the whole earth adore his grace; 
The Gentile with the Jew ſhall join 
In work and worſhip fo divine. 


LETTER XIX. 


Dear BRETHREN AND FATHERS, 


T is not poſſible that the blood of 
©* bulls and goats ſhould take away ſins. 
Read the book of Hebrews, where the 
great apoſtle Paul has ſpiritualiſed the 
old law. You ſeed of faithful Abra- 
ham, how long will ye continue your 
© diſbelief 


„ „ — —— — - 2 —— ue | 


BY I 
diſbelief of the life, death and merits 
of Chriſt Jeſus, our Meſſiah? © He that 


deſpiſed Moſes's law, died without mer- | 


cy, under two or three witneſſes, Of what 
ſorer puniſhment, ſuppoſe ye, ſhall he 
be thought worthy, who hath counted 
the blood of the covenant, wherewith 
he was ſanctified, an unholy thing, and 
hath done deſpite unto the Spirit of 


grace? O you ſons of Levy, God hath. 
prepared a ranſom for you. Why will 
you not accept it? Declare to him that 


I have pardoned, and I will heal him; 
for God hatk found out an expedient, 

and a way of ranſoming and redeeming 
ſinners from death, ſpiritual and <ternal, 


which we, by our ſins, have deſerved. 


I muſt repeat, I heartily wiſh the con- 


verſion of the Jews; for they are a peo- 
ple very humane, good-natured, and cha- 


ritable; they will not torture a beaſt, or 
hurt dumb creatures wantonly. Sir, 1 
find your people are very good to all in 
_& YH diſtreſs, 
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diſtreſs, eſpecially to your own people. 
I find in what part of the world ſoever 
you Jews are, you fend alms to Jeru- 
ſalem yearly, for maintaining the poor 
Jews who live there, and pray for the 
welfare of the reſt. I find you account 
it a moſt pious work to ſtudy the Holy 
Scriptures, Deut. vi. 7. And ſhalt talk 
of them when thou ſitteth in thy houſe, 
and when thou walkeſt by the way.“ Our 
dear Redeemer condeſcended to be born 
a Jew. All his apoſtles he choſe from 
among Jews. Our Lord told one, he 
was not ſent but to the loſt ſheep of the 
houſe of Iſrael. Great things God has 
done for you, and great things ſtill re- 
main for you. The Lord haſten his 
good promiſes to the ſeed of Abraham, 
Ifaac and Jacob. O Lord, prepare them 
for all thy good intentions towards them, 
and put away all that hinders the ſucceſs 
of thy goſpel. Remove every difficulty 
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out of their way. Soften their hearts, 
and remove every prejudice and remain- 
ing doubt. Give them the hearing ear, 
and the underſtanding heart, and ſuffer 
them not to continue in unbelief, O 
Lord, all things are caſy to thee, thou 
haſt the hearts of all at thy diſpoſal, O 
Lord, be not angry with me for plead- 
ing with thee for thy once favourite peo 
ple, the Jews. I know, O Lord God 
Almighty, thou wilt not be angry, that 
be far from thee, thou haſt promiled, 
and we rely thereon, that there ſhall be a 
nation born at once. Thou haſt faid, 
and ſhall we not believe? Yes, ſurely, 
O Lord, I repeat my petition, haſten 
the time, the happy time, when the Jews; 
the bride, the Lamb's wife, is made ready 
to meet her bridegroom. It cannot be 
far off, for our world waxeth old, and 
the end of all things is at hand; for we 
hear of wars and rumours of wars, and 
S E32 earth- 
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earthquakes in divers places. The Lord 
is ſhaking all things into order. 


From Yours, &c. 


L E118 EM 


SIR, 
" WOULD endeavour to anſwer all 
your objections, as far as I am ena- 
bled; and this is one I cannot wonder at, 
that 1s, concerning the Sabbath. You 
ſaid that the ſeventh day was com- 
manded to be kept for the ſabbath, and 
that for ever, for ever, for ever. Gen. 
ii. 2, 3, &c. If I may, without offence, 
give you my opinion, they have no where 
any command for altering the day. But 
the Chriſtians, out of reſpect to our dear 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt raiſing himſelf from 
the dead on the firſt day of the week, 
have many of them thought proper to 
keep chat as their ſabbath. But, Birr 
I there 


L881 
there are ſome among us who keep the 
ſeventh day ſabbath, as well as you Jews. 
But St. Paul ſays, Let no man judge 
you in meat, or in drink, or in reſpect 
of an holy day, or of the new moon, or 
of the ſabbath days, which are a ſhadow 
of things to come; but the body is 
of Chriſt.” Col. ii. 16. Sir, I hope I 
have been enabled to give you a ſatisfac- 
tory anſwer to moſt of your objections, 
and, as I find you are almoſt perſuaded 
to be a Chriſtian, I heartily pray that 
the eyes of your underſtanding may be 
opened, and that your deaf ears may be 
unſtopped, and the veil which hath ſo 
long been over your hearts may be torn 
aſunder, as the veil of the temple was 
at our Saviour's crucifixion, and the ſur 
was darkened three hours, that the Son 
of righteouſneſs might ariſe for the glo- 


ry of Ifrael. 
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Six, 


7 OU believe in God, O that ye might 
believe in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 
Believe in the Lord Jeſus, and thou ſhalt 
be aved. If you would be perſuaded to 
read the New Teſtament, you would fee 
how many Jews believed, when the Meſ- 
fiah ſojourned with them. Many of the 
Jews believed on him. Many of them 
which heard the word believed. They 
of the circumciſion, who believed, were 
aſtoniſhed, The man believed the word 
that Jeſus had ſpoken, The Father 
himſelf believed, and his whole houſe. 
A great number believed, and turned to 
the Lord, A multitude of both Jews 
and Greeks believed. At the paſſover 
many believed on his name.” Jobn ii. 23. 
” ay of the Samaritans believed on 


_ him,” 


EF 1 


him. John iv. 39. © Many of the Jews, 
which came to Mary, believed on him.” 
John xi. 43. Among the chief rulers, alſo, 
many believed on him.” Jobn xii. 42. Our 
Lord ſays, indeed, to ſome Jews, “ had 
ye believed Moſes, ye would have be- 
lieved me, for he wrote of me.” And 
again, © except ye ſee ſigns and wonders, 
ye will not believe. Now faith is the 
ſubſtance of things hoped tor, the evi- 
dence of things not ſeen, and by it the 
elders obtained a good report. For 
without faith it is impoſſible to pleaſe 
God.” Heb. xi. 6. Whoſo believeth 
Jeſus is the Chriſt, is of God.“ 1 John 
V. I. | 
So did the Hebrew prophet raiſe 
I The brazen ſerpent bigh, 
The wounded felt immediate eaſe, 
| The camp forbore to die, 
Look upward in the dying hour, 
And live, the propher cries ; 
But Chriſt performs a nobler cure, 
When Faith lifts up her cyes, 
| LE T- 
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LET TUN IAN; 
SIR, 

CANNOT diimiſs this out of my 
hands, without informing you, that 
baptiſm, properly adminiſtered, is by 
immerſion, and that not to infants, as 
the moſt, who make a profeſſion of the 
chriſtian religion, at this time do, but to 
belicvers, that is to ſay, ſuch as are con- 
verted to the chriſtian faith. We are all 
born in ſin, and we mult all be brought 
to know this, or how ſhall we know how 
to prize a Saviour; tor Chriſt came to 
eek and to fave ſuch as were loſt, He 
came to ſeck the loſt ſheep of the houſe 
or Iſrael. He came not to call the righ- 
teous, but ſinners to repentance. There- 
fore we muſt be born again, that is, we 
muſt have ſuch a change paſs on us, a- 
is equivalent to being new born. See 


Fobn 


CW 3 
John iii. 3. Pleaſe to read that chapter 
with care, and pray to God that the veil 
that 1s ſpread over your underſtanding, 
while you read the word of God may 
be drawn aſide; that ſceing, you may 
ſee and underſtand the Scriptures. Only 
take the Scriptures for your counſellors 


in matters of religion, for that is the re- 
vealed will and word of God. Search 


them diligently with care and fervent 


prayer, and you may depend upon it that 
there you will ſee the whole will of God. 


We are told concerning John the Baptiſt, 
And there went out unto him all the 


land of Judea, and they of Jeruſalem, 


and were all baptiſed of him in the river 
of Jordan, confeſſing their fins.” Mark 
i. v. And it came to paſs in thoſe 
days, that Jeſus came from Nazareth of 


Galilee, and was baptiſed of John in 


Jordan; and coming ſtraightway up out 


of the water, he ſaw the heavens open, 
and the Spirit, like a dove, deſcending 
| upon 


[ 6 ] 
upon him, and there came a voice from 
Heaven, ſaying, Thou art my Beloved 
Son, in whom I am well pleaſed.” Mark 
1. 9, 10, 11, Our Lord ſays, © He that 
beheveth, and is baptiſed, ſhall be ſaved, 
bur he that believeth not ſhall bc 
damned.” Mark xvi. 16. And of hi: 
forerunner, he ſays, © I ſay unto you, 
among thoſe that are born of women, 
there is not a greater prophet than Jol:n 
the Baptiſt. And all the people that 
heard him, and the publicans juſtified 
God, being baptiſed with the baptiſm 
of John. But the Phariſees and lawyers 
are here ſaid to reject the counſel of God 
againſt themſelves, being not baptiſed ot 
him.” Luke vii. 28, 29, 30. What can 
the counſel of God mean? Who are his 
counſellors? Does it not mean the Fa- 
ther, Son, and Holy Spirit, who were all 
concerned in the ſalvation of men. A. 
1. 36.“ Therefore let all the houſe f 
Iſrael know aſſuredly, that God hat!“ 

1 0 . made 


E 0x 1] 
made that ſame Jeſus whom ye have cru- 


cified, both Lord and Chriſt. When 
they had heard this, they were pricked 


in their hearts, and ſaid unto Peter, and 


to the reſt of the apoſtles, Men and bre- 
thren, what ſhall we do? Then Peter 
ſaid unto them, Repent, and be baptiſed 
every one of you in the name of Jefus 


Chriſt, for the remiſſion of ſins, and ye 


ſhall receive the gift of the Holy Ghoſt. 
For the promiſe is to you, if you are be- 
lievers, and the promiſe is unto your 


children, if your children are become be- 


levers; and to all that are afar off, even 


if it ſhould be ſeventeen hundred years 


after this tranſaction is over, nay even to 
the end of time, even as many as the 
Lord our God ſhall call. And with many 


other words did he teſtify and exhort, 
ſaying, Save yourtelves from this unto- 


ward generation, Then they that gladly 
received the word were baptiſed: and the 


Jams day there were added unto them 


about 


11 


about three thouſand ſouls. And they 
continued ſtedfaſtly in the apoſtle's doc- 
trine and fellowſhip, and in breaking ot 
bread, and in prayer.” This is part of 
Peter's ſermon to the Jews of his time, 
Ads ii. from verſe 36. to 42. Pleaſe to 
read As vii. and many other paſſages 
in that book. Our Lord having inſti- 
tuted baptiſm and the Lord's ſupper as 
the two great ſacraments of the chriſtian 
law, they have accordingly been ever ac- 
counted principal parts of public wor- 
ſhip in the chriſtian church. Therefore, 
Sir, I have firſt treated of baptiſm, as 
being the door by which perſons enter in, 
the great and ſolemn rite of our ini 
tiation into the faith of Chriſt. Know 
ye not, that ſo many of us as were bap- 
tiſed into Jeſus Chriſt, were baptiſed in- 
to his death; therefore, we are butic:! 
with him by baptiſm into death; thar. 
like as Chriſt was raiſed up from the dead 

8 


11 
by the glory of the Father, even ſo we 
allo lhould walk in newneſs of life.” 


From Yours, 


Jo 


* See in what grave our Saviour lay, 
2 Before he ſhed his precious blood; 
How he mark'd out the humble way 
To ſinners thro' the myllic Hood. 


II. 


The Sun of righteouſneſs his beams, 
Tho? fo divinely fair and bright, 

Immers'd in Jordan's (welling ſtreams, _ 

2ubmitting to this holy rite, 


III. 


O Jordan, honour'd oft beſore, 


What greater glory wouldſt thou have, 
Than Chriſt deſcending from thy ſhore, 


To find in thee a liquid grave? 


i : Col, di, 12. — Matt,. iii. 12 7 Ma. iv. 7. 
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IV. 


* Thy ſtreams retired on either ſide, 
To th' holy ark once form'd a way; 
* A prophet's mantle could divide 


Thy willing ſtreams, taught to obey. 


V. 


Plung'd by the holy Baptift's hands, 
Bury'd in thee our Saviour lies; 
3 Did not thy waters wond'ring ſtand, 
To ſee him die, to fee him rife ? 


* Joſh. ili. 3. * 2 Kings ii. 8. 3 Pjalmcxiv. 5. 


LETTER XXIII. 


1 
IFINp you have thirteen articles ot 
= faith. The firſt is, that there is one 


God, Creator of all things, the firſt cauſe 


of all beings, who can ſubſiſt tdepen- 
dent of the world; but nothing can ſub- 


fiſt without him, Secondly, that this 


God, 
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God, the Creator, is one indiviſible, 
and has ſuch an unity, as differs from all 
other unities. Thirdly, that he is incorpo- 
real, and that nothing corporeal can poſ- 


ſibly be imagined to be in him. Fourthly, 


that he was from eternity, and that every 
thing befides him had its beginning in 
time. Fifthly, that he is the only ob- 
j<& of worſhip, and that no other may 
be adored or obſerved, cither as media- 
tors, or interceſſors. Sixthly, that there 
have bcen, and may be again, perſons 
diſpoſed for receiving the Divine in- 
fluences, that is, prophets. Seventhly, 


that Moſes was a_ greater prophet, and 


was endowed with la different and higher 
degree of prophecy than all others. 
Eighthly, that the laws, which Moſcs 


has left, were all of them dictated by 


God, and that he put not one ſyNable of 
himſelf; and alſo, that the explication of 
theſe precepts, which you hold by tra- 


dition, came all out of the mouth of 
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God to Moſes. Ninthly, that this law 


d nmutable, and that there may b be no- 
ws eicher added to it, or taken from 

t. Tenckly, that God knows and re- 
— all human actions. Eleventhly, 
that God rewards all thoſe that obſerve 
his laws, and puniſhes thoſe who tranſ- 
greſs them; and that the greateſt reward 
is in the world to come; and that the 
damnation of the ſoul is the greateſt pu- 
niſhment. Twelfthly, that there ſhall 
come a Meſſiah, who ſhall be more wor- 
thy than all kings that were in the world 
before him; and though he defers his 
coming, yet it may not be doubted but 
he will come; nor may any one prefix a 
time for his coming, nor endeayour 19 


gather the cime of it out of the Scrip- 


tures. Beſides, you believe that there | n 


never more to be a king in rae, | Which 


is not of the race of David and Solomon. 
Thitteenbly, that God will raiſe the 
3 eee e cl - dead. 
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dead, . Sir, I find chefs 1 to * the 


fundamentals of the Jewiſh faith, 


1 rom one who longs to ROE 1 


LETTER XxIV. 


IT 


1 ALLOW there is but one living and | 
true God, everlaſting, without body, 


or parts, or paſſions; of infinite power, 


wiſdom, and goodneſs; the maker and 
preſerver of all things, both viſible and 
invifibte; and in unity of this Godhead © 
there be three ' perſons, of one ſybltance, | 
equal in power a and glory; chat! 1s to ſay, 

the Father, the Son, and the Ho 7 
Ghoſt: or Spirit. Sir, you "muſt allow, 
that G64 ik Father was certainly Peak. | 


ing to fome one at leaſt, when he ſays, . 


Let us make man in our own image,“ 
Cem. l. 26. Then what follows? why, 
F 2 wWuhat 
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- iſh.” P/a/m ii. 12. and when writing of 
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what the Phariſees once ſaid to Chriſt, 
Thou makeft thyſelf God, when he 


ſaid he was the Son of God. How 
do ye underitand, Gen. v. 1. In the 
day that God created man, in the like- 
neſs of God made he him?“ At the fall 
of our firſt parents, Gen. iii. 22. The 
Lord ſaid, Behold, the man is become as 
one of us.” Sir, you no where find God 
compares himſelf to any thing beneath 


himſelf. Our Saviour is thought by the 


beſt expoſitors to be the angel that ap- 
peared to Hagar, Gen. xvi. 7. and to 
Abraham, Gen. xviii. 1. and to Lot, Ce. 


' X1x, 1. and to Moſes, Exod. iii. 2. and 


Gen. xxxv. 1. Theſe two laſt places arc 
mentioned as God himſelf ſpeaking. 
Pleaſe to read Gen. xxli. 11, 15. Gen. 
XXV1. 2 and 24, Gen. xXXvili. 13 and 16, 
Again, Gen. xxxii. 12. The prophet 


David exhorts the kings and judges © t 


make peace with the Son, leſt they pe- 


hi: 
41 
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his ſpiritual reign, makes no ſcruple- to 
call him God. © Thy throne, O God; 
is for ever and ever,” Pſalm xlv, Our 
Saviour ſays, David in ſpirit called him 
Lord; © the Lord ſaid unto my Lord, 
ſet thou on my right hand,” Does not 
[{aiah bear his teſtimony to the divinity of 
Jeſus Chriſt. © Behold, a virgin ſhall con- 
ceive, and bear a ſon, and they ſhall call 
his name Immanuel, or God with us.” Ja. 
vii. 14. And IJ think the prophet puts 
it beyond all doubt who he is, when he 
ſaith, “ unto us a child is born; unto us 
a Son is given; and the government ſhall 
be upon his ſhoulders, and his name ſhall 
be called Wonderful, Counſellor, The 
Mighty God, The Everlaſting Father, 


The Prince of Peace.” Sir, you have 


called me to ſuch a work as is fit for Ga- 


briel, the great arch-angel, to perform. 
But I am a worm, and no man; every 


way unfit, of myſelf, for ſuch a taſk as 
this; and I can ſay, with Moles of old, 
F z Il am 
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Cay 


1 am not eloquent, neither heretofore, 
| oor ſince began to anſwer all your ſcru- 


plesz but I fill refer you to God's word. 
Sir, I broke off abruptly, to go on to 
the lecond article of the chriſtian faith, 
Which 18, that the Son of God was made 
man. The Son, which is called the 
N of God, begotten from everlaſting 
f tt e, *ather, took man's nature in 
"he om of the Bleſſed Virgin, of her 
fobſtance,, ſo that two whole and perfect 
natures, that is to ſay, the godhead and 
manhood, were joined together in one 
perſon, whereof is one Chriſt, very God 
and very man, who truly ſuffered, wes 
crucihed, dead and buried, to reconcile 
US Father to us, and to be a facrifice, 
rot only for original guilt, but alſo for 


Actual tranſgreſſion, and ſins of men. I 


ſuppoſe, Sir, you know the difference 
af original fins, and actual ſins; that 


the firſt is imputed by the fall of. Adam, 


and the other, we all know, 18 what may 
6 | be 


K 


be more immediately called ou” dyn mn: 1 
can but Juſt hint at theſe Faelle 4, 


proceed to inform you, that as. Cliciſt 


was crucified, dead and buried, ſo he 
aroſe from the dead on the third day, 
and rook again his body, fleſh and bones, 
and all things appertaining to man's na- 
ture; wherewith, after being ſeen of, and 


converſing with his apoſtles and others 


forty days, he aſcended, before many 


witneſſes, into Heaven, and ſitteth there 
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laſt day. The next thing t to be believed 


AY 


is, that the Holy Ghoſt Proceedeth from 


the Father and the Son, one in ſubſtance, 


majeſty and glory with the Father and 


the Son, very and cternal God. The 
fourth ching to be believed is, that the 
holy Scriptures contain all things necef. 
fary to ſalvation ; ſo that wharſ6ever is 
not read therein, not revealed thereby, 
is not to 'be required of any man of wo- 
fnan to believe as an article of faith. 
| F 4 Hifthly, 
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Fifthly, the Old and New Teſtament is 
not contrary the one to the other; for 
both in the Old and New Teſtament ſal- 
vation is offered to mankind by Chritt 

Jeſus, who is the only Mediator between 
God and man; wherefore, they are not 
to be regarded that ſay, the fathers did 
only look for tranſitory things and pro- 
miſes, when Abraham, Iſaac and Jacob 
were all believers, and ſo were all the 
prophets and patriarchs. Sixthly, we 
have two ſacra ments ordained of Chrift 
Jeſus, - our Lord and Saviour, both to 
repreſent and keep in memory his dying 
for us, and riſing again. Sir, having 
before treated of Paptiſm. I come now 
19 ſpeak of the Lord's ſupper. You 
will find a particular account of 1t in 
Mott xxvi. from the 26th to the zoth 
verſe. Read Mark xiv. from the 224 to 
the; 26th verſe, and Luke xxii. from thc 
17th to the 20th verſe. S'r, I find your 

laws and offerings, all through the Scrip- 
ures, 
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tures, are types of ours; and I find your 


manner of fitting down to table is not 
unlike our miniſters way of adminiſter- 
ing the Lord's ſupper; tor when you 
have taken your feats, the maſter of the 
family takes a whole loaf, craves a bleſ- 
ſing, and breaks the bread, and gives 
about the quantity of a large olive to 
every one that fits at the table with him; 
and aſter dinner, if there be three or 
more that have eaten together, one of 
them orders a drinking glass, and when 
it is filled with wine, he lifts it up from 


the table, and ſays aloud, Sirs, let us 


bleſs Him of whoſe good things we have 
eaten; and the reſt anſwer, "Bleſſed be 


e of whoſe good things we haye eaten, 


and by whoſe goodneſs we live; and the 
firſt proceeds giving thanks to God, who 


gives neceſſary proviſion to every one, 
who gave to their ancient fathers the 
land of promiſe, praying him to rebuild 
Jeruſalem. Then the maſter of the houſe 
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ſays a bleſſing, and prays for peace; 
when this is done, he gives to every one 
a ſup of wine out of his glaſs, and drinks 
the reſt himſelf, and then they take away. 
Compare this with our manner of re 
ceiving the Lord's ſupper. St. Paul 
ſays, I have received of the Lord that 
which I alſo delivered unto you; that 
the Lord Jeſus, the ſame night in which 
he was betrayed, took bread, and when he 
had given thanks, he brake it, and ſaid, 
Take, eat, this is my body, which is 
broken for you; this do in remembrance 
of me. After the fame manner alſo, he 
took the cup, when he had ſupped, ſay- 
ing, This cup is the New Teſtament in 
my blood; this do ye, as oft as ye drink 
it, in remembrance of me; for as often 
as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, 
ye do ſhew the Lord's death, till he come. 
T he grace of our Lord Jetus Chriſt be 
with you. Amen.” | 


When 
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Wes juſtice wav'd the flaming ſword“ 


Of vengeance oer the fin net's head. 
The Son of God Rept in, and ſtay'd 


"The mortal ſtroke, and thus he ſaid : 


II. 
Tho? all the offerings men can bring. 
Can't for one ſingle crime atone; + 
O God! I come to do thy Will; 
Ii bear their num'rous fins alone.“ 


III. 


A mortal nature I'll aſſume, ” 


Homan iofirmicies I'll wear; 8 
Hunger, and thirſt, and wearineſs, $ 


| Sorrows and pains, I'll freely bear. = 8 a i 
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0 W the?” hey*l] brag my heart, 
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I am reſolv'd to undergo: o 


PII ſuffer all that' on me laid Wet ut . 


By © God Na 10 $ or men below... 14 
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VI. 


Thus ſaid; the Father ſoon reply'd, 
Content; I have a ranſom found: ” 
Dear Son, to ſave a ruin'd world, 

Even thee I] with delight ſhall wound. * 


t 7ob xxXili. 2, 4. 2 Ja. Ui. 10. 


LETTER XXV. 


Dr ar BROTHER, 


OW to conclude, I hope yon will 
_* excuſe all faults and defects in this 
little treatiſe. It might, no doubt, have 
been much more voluminous; for, as 


St. John ſays, He ſuppoſes the whole 


world could not contain the books that 
might be written concerning the tran- 
{actions of our dear Mediator, whilſt on 
earth.” John xx. 21. Now hear what 
Moſes, ihe ſervant of God, ſays to all 


Iſrac! „Deus. xxxi. I know, that after 
my death, ye wall utterly corrupt your- 
6 . {cives, 
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ſelves, and turn aſide from the way 
which I have commanded you, and evi! 
will befall you in the latter days.” In 
the next chapter, he ſays, ** Jeſhurun 
; waxed fat, and kicked; thou art waxen 
fat, thou art grown thick, thou art co- 
vered with fatneis ; then he forſook God 
that made him, and lightly efteemed the 
rock of his ſalvation.” Therefore God 
ſays, You are a nation void of counſel, 
neither is there any underſtanding in 
pypou:“ and when the Lord ſaw it, he ab- 
| | | horred them, becauſe of the provoking 
ET of his ſons and of his daughters; and he | 
ſaid, I will hide my face from them, I | 
will ſee what their end ſhall be, for the 
are a very froward generation, children 
in whom is no faith. I cannot, my dear 
Hebrew friends, conclude better than in 
the words that follow, chapter xxxiii. 
* And this is the bleſſing wherewith 
Moles the man of God bleſſed the chil- 
dren of Iſrael before his death. And 
he 
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he ſaid, The Lord came from Sinai, and 


| roſe up from Seir unto them; he ſhined- 
forth from mount Paran, and he came 
| | with ten'thouſand of his ſaints; from his 


right hand went a fiery law for them. 
Yea, he loved the people; all his ſaints 
1 are in thy hand: and they ſat down at 
dj thy feet; every one ſhall receive of thy 
189 words.” Read to the end. Moſes con- 
14 cludes this ſong with bleſſing the twelve 
iy tribes of Iſrael, Many precious pro- | 
miſes follow. Thy ſhoes ſhall be iron 
and braſs; and as thy days are, fo ſhall f 
1 thy ſtrength be. There is none like unto 
1 the God of Jeſhurun, who rideth upon 
iIihbe heavens in thy help, and in his excel- 
lency on the ſky. The eternal God is 
| thy refuge, and underneath are the ever- 
|| laſting arms; and he ſhall thruſt out the 
Lil | enemy from before thee. Iſrael ſhall then 
BE dwell- in ſafety alone: the fountain f 
11 Jacob ſhalt be upon a land of corn and | 
1 ! alſo his heavens ſha drop down 


oF dew. 
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dew. Happy art thou, O Iſrael: who 
is like unto thee, O people ſaved by the 
Lord, the ſhield of thy help, and who is 
the ſword of thy excellency! and thine. 


enemies ſhall be found. liars.” | You: 


know, Sir, Balak wanted Balaam o 
curſe Iſracl. But you know, likewiſe, 
that, Baalam had no power ſo to do.“ 
Numbers xxiv. Balaam Jaw that it 
pleaſed the Lord to bleſs Iſrael,” You 
ſce, my friend, how kind the Lord has 


been. to you Jews for ſome thouſands of 


years; and ſtill you reſiſt his favour and 
offers of ſalvation by a Redeemer, Jeſus 
Chriſt, the. anointed. and true Meſſiah. 


T his Ra Balaam, when propheſying of 


him, gays, 1 ſhall ſee him, but not 


now; I ſhall behold him, but not nigh; 


1 there ſhall come a ſtar out of Jacob, and 
2 ſcepter { ſhall tiſe out of Iſtael, and ſmite 


the. corners of. Moab, &c, Out of Jacob 
fall come he that ſhall have dominion, 


by * he Lord his God is with him, and the 


Tour 
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ſhout of a King is among them.” Ac- 
cording to this time, it ſhall be ſaid of 
Jacob and of Ifrael, what hath Gol 
wrought? And near the end of his pa- 
rable, he ſays, ** Alas, who ſhall live 
when God doth this!” My dear friends, 
I take my leave once more, reminding 
you of Moſes's words, When the 
Lord has ſcattered you among the na- 
tions, and tribulations are come upon 
you, even in the latter days, if thou 
ſeek the Lord with all thy heart, and 
with all thy ſoul, if thou turn to the 
Lord, and be obedient to his voice, 
thence ſhalt chou find him,” thy Lord 
and thy God for ever and ever. Amen. 


O Lord God Almighty and moſt mer- 
Giful Father, when wilt thou return to 
the thouſands of thine Iſracl, whom for 
their ſins thou haſt juſtly caſt off ſo 
long ? when will thy repentings be kin- 
dled ? Is thy mercy clean gone for ever ? 
HFaſt 


1 * 1 
Haſt thou forgotten the ſeed of Abraham 
thy friend? Haſt thou not forme favours 
ſtill in ſtore for this once favoured peo- 
ple? Oh Lord God Almighty, be pre- 
vailed with to open their blind eyes! Oh 
Lord, be prevailed with to ſoften their 
obdurate hearts! Oh Lord of Hoſts, be 
prevailed with to take away the veil from 


thy dear people's hearts, when they read 


thy word, that they may rightly under- 
ſtand what they read, and be brought to 
the true ſpiritual knowledge of the Old 


and New Teſtament, and there ſee what 
great things thou haſt done for them and 


us, in ſending thy dear Son to die for 


us ſinners; to ſtand in our place, and 


be our ſurety ; to pay our debts; to re- 
ſtore that he took not away, perte& obe- 
dience to thy holy law; Lord grant thy 
people an intereſt in the death and merits 


of our only Mediator Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord; and as thou, O Lord, haſt pro- 
miſed that thou wilt in the latter days 


8 all 
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call in thy ancient people, the Jews, to 
the knowledge of thy Son, our Saviour 
Teſus Chriſt; and that Jews and Gentiles 
ſhall be one ſheepfold under one ſhep- 
herd, Jeſus Chriſt, as David his father 
was; Lord, grant thine Iſrael, on whom 
the ends of the world 1s now come, to 
look on him whom they have pierced. 
and mourn; to look on him whom we 
have pierced by our fins, and live. Lord 
help them to look on him, as the believ- 


ing Iſraelites looked on the brazen ter- 


pent in the wilderneſs, and be healed. 
Oh Lord grant that the Jews of our days 
may look to Jeſus with an eye of faith, 
and receive a cure for their ſouls, whom 


Satan has bitten, that old ſerpent, and 


none but Chriſt can heal, by bearing the 
indignation of his Father in theirs and 
our ſtead: which God grant us all an in- 
tereſt in, So prays yours. Amen and 
Amen. PF | 


He 


He 


1 83 1 


He ſpake to Abraham and his ſced: 
la thee ſhall all the earth be bleſs'd; 
The memory of that ancient word 
Lay long in his eternal breaſt: 
But now no more ſhall Iſrael wait, 
No more the Gentiles lie forlorn : 
Lo! the Defire of Nations comes; 
Behold, the promis'd Seed is born 


LETTER XXVI. 


1K. 


1 AM informed, when you lic down to 


fleep, you pray to God to preſerve 


you from the perils of the night, and to 


give you a ſweet fleep, and that you may 
ariſe alive and well the day following. 
Sir, I ſhould be glad if I could add, that 


all, who call themſelves Chriſtians, did 
lo too. I do not ſpeak this by way of 
ridicule, but caution ; becaule the name 
of Chriſt is upon them, and they ſhould 


coniider the eyes of God are upoa them, 
2 and 
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and the eyes of our Saviour, whom they 
call themfelves after, is upon them, and 
the eyes of the Holy Spirit 1s fixed on 
them; and not only fo, but the eyes of 
cherubims and ſeraphims, and all the 
holy angels are upon them, forthey ought 
to conſider how great a name they have 
taken upon them. I can likewife add, 
that the eyes of the Jews are, no doubt, 
upon them, to ſee what ſort of people 
they are, that call tkemſelves after the 
ſacred name of Chriſt. The eyes of all 
who differ are upon each other; ſo we 
have no reaſon to doubt that the eyes of 
Satan, and evil ſpirits, are watching of 
us; ſo would exhort myſelf and fellow- 
chriſtians, of all denominations, to watch 
ourſelves, for death ſteals on us una- 
wares, We ought to conſider what ex- 
amples we are to God's favourite people 
the Jews, and look back in the Scrip- 
tures, and compare ourſelves with the 
Old Teſtament ſaints, Abraham, Iſaac 

1 


185 3 
and Jacob, and all the worthies; for, ag 
St. Paul ſays, time would fail me to note 


don their names: And then look for- 


ward in the New Teſtament, where our 
Lord and maſter Jeſus Chriſt, John the 
Baptiſt, and the bleſſed apoſtles, ſtand 
for our pattern, to direct us what ſort of 
perſons we Chriſtians ſhould be in all 
holy converſation and godſineſs; for I 
may add, great peace have they that love 
the Lord, and nothing ſhall offend them; 
for it was our Saviour's legacy to his 
dear diſciples, ** My peace I leave with 
you, my peace I give unto you, not as 
the world giveth, give I unto you.” Juſt 


before he aſcended up on high, and led 


captivity captive, and received gifts for 
men, yea for the rebellious alſo, that 
the Lord God might dwell among them 
then God went up with a ſhout, the 


Lord with the found of a trumpet. 
P/alms xlvii. 3. The chariots of God 


were twenty thouſand, even thouſands 
3 2 
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of angels, and the Lord was .among 
them, as in Sinai in the holy place.” 
Pſalms Ixviii. 17. Conſider what I ſay, 
and the Lord give you underſtanding in 
all things that may be for your ſoul's ad- 
vantage, 


So prays, yours, 


Lord, when thou didſt aſcend on high, 
Ten thouſand angels fill'd the ſky ; 

Thoſe heavenly guards around thee wait, 
Like chariots that attend thy ſtate. 

Not Sinai's mountain could appear 

More glorious when the Lord was there; 
While he pronounc'd his dreadful law, 
And ftruck the choſen tribes with awe, 


Who hath our report believed ? 
Shiloh come 15 not received, 

Not received by his own, 
Promis'd Branch from root of Jeſſe, 
David's offspring ſent to bleſs ye, 

Comes too meekly to be known, 


7 | 1 Tell 
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Tell me, © thou favour'd nation, 
What is thy fond expeQation ? 
Some fair ſpreading loity tree? 
Let not worldly pride confound thee, 
'Morg the lowly plants around thee, 
Mark the loweſt—that is HE, 


Bleſſed be the Pow'r who gave us, 
Freely gave his Son to fave us; 
Ble{#'d the Son, who freely came: 
Honour, bleſſing, adoration, 
Ever from the whole creation, 

Be to God and to the Lamb, 


Sn, 

_ YOU greatly err in looking for Meſ- 
ſiah to reign over you as a temporal king, 
for he every where declares the contrary, 
He declined being made a king, when 
he was on earth; for when he fed five 

thouſand with five barley loaves and two 
ſmall filhes, the people would feign have 
made him a king, ſaying, © This is of a 
truth that prophet that ſhould come into 
the world.” | 
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LETTER XXVIL 


SIR, 


FIND your people require ſome 
proofs out of the Old Teſtament, 
for Chriſt's ſecond coming. Pleaſe to 
read Job xix. 25, 26. For I know that 
my Redeemer liveth, and that he ſhall 
ſtand at the latter day upon the earth.” 
Likewiſe pleaſe to read Zec. xiv. 4, 5. 
And his feet ſhall ſtand in that day 
upon the Mount of Olives: and the 
Lord my God ſhall come, and all the 
ſaints with thee: and the Lord ſhall be 
king over all the earth: in that day there 
ſhall be one Lord, and his name one.” 
Pleaſe to read Daniel vii. Some of my 
Jewiſh friends defire to know who gave 
our dear Meſſiah the name Jeſus. I will 
not anſwer as the Lord did Manoah, 
Judges, why afketh thou, ſeeing it is 
5 ſecret 
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ſecret or wonderful,” But I anſwer, the 
angel Gabriel named him before he was 
conceived in the womb, He was called 
Jeſus becauſe he was to ſave his people 
from their ſins, He was alſo called 
Immanuel, or God with us.” J/%iab vii. 
Here was the man, * God's fellow.“ 
Zec. xiii. Here was ſuch a Mediator 
as Job longed for, Job ix. 32 and 33, 
for ſaid he, | God is not a man as I am, 
that 1 ſhould anſwer him, and we ſhould 
come together in judgment: neither is 
there any days-man betwixt us, that 
might lay his hand upon us both,” And 
now, Sir, I would lead your thoughts 
back to mount Sinai, to conſider how 
much your forefathers ſtood in necd of 
ſuch a Mediator. Exod. xx. 18. And 
all the people law the thunderings and 
lightenings, and noiſe of the trumpet, 
and mountain ſmoking; and when the 
f people ſaw. it, they removed, and ſtood 
atar off, and they ſaid unto Moſes, ſpeak 
| | thou 
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thou to us, and we will hear, but let 
not God ſpeak with us, leaſt we die.” 
Pleaſe to read Deut. chap. v. verſe g. 
Moſes, ** ſtood between the Lord and 
you, at that time, to ſhew you the word 
of the Lord; for ye were afraid, by 
reaſon of the fire.” Now, therefore, my 
friends, what a great and diſtinguiſhing 
mercy for us mortals and ſinners, that 
God has heard our petition, and has pro- 
vided ſuch a days-man for us, who can 
ſtand betwixt his adorable Father and 
us, and plead his own merits in our be- 
half; for if it was poſlible for us to 
comply with and fulfil the whole law of 


God, moral and ceremonial, which we 
are ſure no man, except Jeſus Chriſt, who 


was God in our nature, ever did: but 
ſuppoſe we could, we ſhould merit no- 
thing thereby, having done nothing more 
than was our duty to do, 


From your ſincere friend, 


1 


Thron'd on a cloud, our God ſhall come, 
Bright flames prepare his way; 


Tbunder and darkneſs, fre and ſtorm, 


Lead on the dreadful day. 


PROVERBS viii. 22—32, 


I, 


SHALL Wiſdom cry aloud! 
And not her ſpeech be heard? 
The voice of God's eternal Word, 
Deſerves it no regard? 


II, 
1 was his chief delight, 
His everlaſting Son; 
Before the firſt of all his works, 
Creation was begun. 


III. 
Before the flying clouds, 
Before the ſolid land, 


Before the fields, before the foods, 
I dwelt at his right hand, 


When 


oa 


IV. 
When he adorn'd the ſkies, 
And built them, I was there, 
To order when the ſun ſhould riſe, 
And marſhal every ſtar. 


V. 
When he pour'd out the ſea, 
And {pread the flowing deep; 
I gave the flood a firm decree, 
In its own bounds to keep, 


I. 
Upon the empty air, 
The earth was halanc'd well; 
With joy I ſaw the manſion where 
The ſons of men ſhould dwell, 
I. 
My buſy thoughts at firſt 
On their ſalvation ran, 
Ere fin was born, or Adam's daſt 
Was faſhion'd to a man. 
X VIII. 

Then come, receive my grace, 
Ye children, and be wiſe; 
Happy the man that keeps my ways, 
The man that ſhuns them dies. 
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“Give inſtruction to a wiſe man, and 

he will be yet wiſer; teach a juſt man, 

and he will increaſe in learning.“ Prov. 
IX. 9. 


LETTER XXVIII. 


S I R, 


FURTHER beg leave of you to 

give your attention to a ſuitable poem, 
which I find has been acceptable to ſome 
of your people: 


WHEN Sion's prince, the world's Almighty heir, 


| Laid by his robes of light, and ſojourn'd here; 


And, clad in rags, unheeded by his own, 
In Salem's awful courts convers'd unknown; 
Two happy friends, by ſome occaſion preſs'd, 


To viſit Emaus town their ſteps addreſt, 


A neighb'ring ſpot, from Sion's towers view'd, 
Some threeſcore furlongs diſtant only flood, — 
At day's decline, together forth they went, 
With penſive hearts, and muſing minds intent: 
| | | | On 
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On things they'd ſeen, of wond'rous kind and woe, 
And count them over, onward as they go: 
Their people's rage, and their prieſt's bitter ire; 
How Herod, prieſt, and Pilot, all conſpire; 
How difPring int'reſts did herein agree 
To nail their loving maſter to the tree; 
And how his death their hopes had quaſh'd and 
| broke, 

And left them fill to drag the Roman yoke : 
But ere they reach the place, they turn and find 
A venerable ſtranger come behind, 
Who thus ſalutes them: „ Hail, ye friends, all 

hail! | 
Tell what's the purport of your earneſt tale; 
What fad communion is this that you hold? | 
Shew me your griefs, and let your caſe be told.” 
To whom CLeoyas (So was call'd the one; 
The other's name by age and time unknown) 
Said, Sir, in Salem's walls, and all around, 
Are you the only ſtranger can be found, 
Who hath not heard, by Fame's diffuſing blaze, 
The thing that's come to paſs i in theſe our days? 


STRANGER. 


What thing, my friend ? Comms let a large, 


hear; 
My words may ſolve your doubts, or ſoothe your 
care, 


8 


4 
CLEOPAS. 

. Concerning Chriſt, a prophet juſt and true 

Before our God, and all the people too: 

Him have our rulers ſeiz'd, and put to pain, 

Scourg'd, crown'd with thorns, and moſt unjuſtly 
Nain ; 

But we did truſt "twere he, Rome's pride ſhould 
check, 

And break off Cæſar's yoke from Sion's neck: 

Since when, two days are only paſt and gone, 

And this third morning light- began to dawn, 

When friends of ours, with eager ſteps repair'd 

'To view the piace where lay the corpſe interr'd; 

But find him not; return ſurpris'd, and tell 

Of two fair angels ſitting in the cell, 

In milky robes, who friendly to them faid, 

Come, ſee the place, where your lov'd Lord 

was laid : | 

„ Behold, he's riſen,— Death holds him no more, 

And gone along to Galilee before.” 

This puzzles much, we cannot comprehend, 

Nor know we whereunto this thing will tend. 


STRANGER, 
Ah fooliſh, faithleſs hearts! that know not yet 


What all the prophets ſaid, and ſcribes have writ: 


How Chriſt ſhould pay his blood a price for fin, 
And thence a glorious period ſhould begin. — 
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His blood, I ſay, ſhall once for all atone, 
As once a year was evidettly ſhewn, 


When Moſes gave you his atoning day, 
By God' command, to take your fins away. 


CLeopas. 


Forgive me, Sir! it ſo to us appears ; 

Not death and blood, but life and length of 
years 8 | 

Attend on all our wiſh'd Meſſiah's ways; 

And ſo indeed the Scripture plainly ſays 

His life muft help; but granting he ſhov!d die, 

What gain or profit ſhould we get thereby ? 


STRANGER. 


God gave your fathers, each revolving year, 

As I have ſaid, a day to purge and clear 

From guilt of fin: and beaſts he gave likewiſe, 
To be a ſubilitutive ſacrifice. 

But tell me now, what profit could you gain 
From day, or year, or beaſt, unleſs *twas flaia ? 
| Valeſs its blood was pour'd before the throne, 
The mercy-ſeat, where dwelt the Holy One; 
Where mortal tread ne'er preſt, but only he, 
Who bore your fins, and your iniquity: 

Now ſee, my friends, have you conſider'd well, 
And thus much know if not, be plain and tell: 


Cors 
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CLEOPAS, 


We know that Moſes, once, aſſign'd a day, | 
To expiate and take our fins away: 
"Twas day the tenth, of ſeventh month, that he 
Did ſet apart to that ſolemnity : 
At which bleſs'd time the ſacrifice was made, 
And Aaron's ſon the reeking blood convey'd 
Within the vail, where awful cherubs ſtaud, 
And mighty wings from ſide to fide expand ; 
And where betwixt, upon the ark, did dwell 
The preſence of the hope of Iſrael. 
W alſo know, that there the blood was pour'd, 
That pard*ning grace for all our tribes procur'd ; 
Pour'd out in ſolemn order on the ground, 
By Aaron's hand, and ſprinkled all around, 
Hereby the ſouls that cordially embrac'd 
The kind deſign, were all from guilt releas'd ; 
Abſolv'd and pardon'd, purg'd from all their ſin, 
That chearful days they might again begin. 

So much we know, this underſtand we well; 
How it Meſſiah ſhews, we cannot tell; 
Or how our Maſter's death is bere imply'd, 
We cannot {kill to ſay, or to decide; 
But this we leave your wiſdom to explain, 
If poſſible this thing can truth contain: 
And ſince the village tops, whereto we go, 
Still croſs the fields, do at a diftance ſhow, 
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And time permits, fulfill this our deſire; 
For theſe thy words have ſet our hearts on fire. 


STRANGER, 


Herein the truth thou rightly haſt declar'd : 
That day of mercy was for all prepar'd ; 
For every one, who only acquieſc'd, 

Believ'd, and all his helpleſs caſe confeſs'd : 
For every heart, who only did relent, 

And find its wretched plight, and fo repent. 
And who repented, mercy found, tho? worſt; 
But who retus'd, himſelf cut off, and curft, 


CLEO AS. 


Repent! tis juſt, 'tis right, it ſhould be fo: 

But what repentance means, pray plainly ſhew : 

For if the whole doth on this part depend, 

Then we this part thould rightly comprehend. _ 

Alms, faſtings, prayer, our ſcribes and de gor: 
ſay : 

If this be not repentance, tell us, pray. 


STRANGER, 


A change of will, a new and after mind, 
Convinc'd, amaz'd, its ſtupid caſe to find : 
Thus wiſdom's children did, upon that day, 
Repent, when far their {ins were ſent away; 


: | | Laid 
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Laid on the wand'ring goat, who quickly bote 
Them where they ne'er ſhould be remember'd 
more, 


CRO AS. 


Ah! happy days were theſe, thrice happy times, 
When Iſr'el pardon'd ſtood of all her crimes, 


STRANGER, 


Happy indeed they were, mult all confeſs, 

When guilt and griefs were gone: but ne'erthe- 
-- leſs, | 

Think not that Iſr'e!'s narrow limits can 

Jehovah's grace and pard'ning mercy ſcan, 

What if his boundleſs love prefix'd a day, 

Jo take the fins of all the world away; 

A day like that, wherein he would atone, 

And pardon bring for all and ev'ry one 

Of Adam's ſons, who cordially embrace, 

And chooſe the one condition of the grace? 

What if ſuch blood pour'd out and ſprinkled be, 

As bought the world with utmoſt equity ? 

Would fuch-like things as theſe ſti! ſtrange ap- 

pear ? | | 
Or have you eyes and ears, that fee and hear? 


CLeoras, 
Strange 'tis indeed; but yet methinks I ſee 


Some dawning hopes of poflibility ; 
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But this objection I muſt mention here, 


And beg you would excuſe, and make it clear : 
As bought the world!” thing doth ſtrangely 


ſound ! 


Where could an equal ſacrifice be found ? 


What blood, I pray, could be of ſuch eſteem, 
To buy a world, a world of ſouls redeem ? 


STRANCER, 


If you object, and reaſons ſeck, then pray 
Come tell me now, (I aſk in reaſon's way) 


Is not the potter juſtly more eſteem'd 


Than pots or clay are or can be deem'd ? 
The maker of the thing is ſurely ſaid 

In value to exceed the thing that's made. 
The world's Creator, (it can't be diſannull'd) 


More worthy is than the created world: 


And what—ſuppoſe *twere he did fleſh become, 
And with his blood paid down the mighty ſum— 
Were not the purchaſe juſt, as were his claim 
Toev'ry human heart, and ev'ry limb. 


CLEOPAS, 


'Twere juſt indeed. O ſtrange flupendous love 
My heart and limbs ſhall ne'er ungrateful prove 
To ſuch a friend, who equal never knew, 


If what you here ſuggeſt be only true; 


If true it be, if the Creator were 
Once found in fleſh, as we frail creatures are, 
| Then 
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Then none ſo worthy, none ſo like to be, 

In all reſpeRs, that bleſſed man, as He,— 
Our maſter, Sir, we mean; a friend indeed, 
To friendleſs folk, and all who were in need: 
Upright and juſt, kind, gentle, truly wiſe ; 
He lov'd the homely truth, but hated guiſe, 
Had you his bleſs'd demeanour ever ſeen, 

Or c'er had one of his acquaintance been, 
His abſence, ſurely, grief of heart would be; 
And you'd lament him too, as well as we. 
What heavehly wiſdom did his lips impart! 
Life giving words, that kindled round the heart. 
To us, his ſpeaking always freſh appears, 
And each reviving thought revives our tears. 


STRANGER, 


if eber a ſtranger's words can yield belief, 
Then ceaſe repining tears, and needleſs grief: 
For if thoſe faithful angels aſcertain, 
(As you have ſaid) your maſter lives again, 
No need of tears: nor ſhould their news ſurpriſe; 
Who thus did die for fin, muſt needs ariſe; 
Elſe how ſhould He to Heaven's throne aſcend, 
Where living cherubs chearful round attend : 
And there his blood, and wounds, and bruiſes 
. ow; 28 e 
And pardon claim for ſinners here below ? 
And now I bid adieu, my loving friends, 
If at this village here your journey ends: a 
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Mine farther lies, I onward ſtill mult go, 
For my affairs require it ſhould be ſo, 


CLEOPAS. 


Nay, gentle ranger, nay, but be content: 
Behold, the fleeting day's already ſpent, 

And ſable night pours over all fo faſt: 

Come lodge, and ſhare our welcome poor repaſt: 
Here dwells a friend, whoſe heart, we can aſſure, 
Stands open wide as this his open door : 
Come, enter here; we muſt not be deny'd ; 

Pray give your hand, and let me be your guide, 


STRANGER, 
Well! be it now according to your mind : 
But lead the way, and I ſha!l walk behind: 
CLEOPAE, 
Now fit you, Sir; ſee, here's already meat, 


And plenty too: come, plentitully eat, 


STRANGER, 


Accept my thanks ; but preſs no more, I pray; 


PI fit a while, but haſte forbids my ſtay: 

I've other meat to eat, and work to do; 

However, I will bleſs and break for you. 

Here take, dear ſouls, and eat! be op'd your eyes, 

Your maſter ſee ! let not the fight ſurprizes 
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Be not diſmay'd, tis I: behold my face !— 
Farewell! I'll meet you in another place. 


CLEoOPAS, 


O lovely face! each feature I can ze : 


Our Matter tis indeed! indeed 'tis he. 


Stay, Maſter, lay: what evil have we done, 
That thou art here no ſooner ſeen than gone? 


Feignd. 


Hut ! huſh! Cleopas, ceaſe this loud ado; 

] fee and know *ris He, as well as you. 

Speak low, dear friend; do not ſo loudly call, 
Leſt we offend: He reaſons has for all, 

„is He indeed: his port I quickly knew; 


His blefled face, his love, and ſweetneſs too. 


True was the tale the women told to-day : 

Now we have ſeen Him too, as well as they, 

Come, come, Cleopas, riſe and let us go, 

And the glad news to our acquaintance ſhew: 

Come, tarry not, we'll back with hafte repair. 

Kind hoſt, good night! be thank'd for all your 
care. 5 | 

Whea we agair ſhall here thy face behold, 

The cauſe of this our haſte {hall then be told. 

Now come, Cleopas, come: but mind, I pray, 


Here to the right lies our more ready way; 
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Acroſs the green, tho' dark, the path is plain; 
Then o'er the fields into the road again, 
What things, dear friend, this eve have bleſs'd 

our eyes! | 
How glad am I of this our ſweet ſarprize! 
Who would have thought, when here we paſſed by, 
Our Maſter made a third in the company ? 
At yonder ſtile he Ropp'd, and talk'd, you know, 
And ſaid withal, that he mult farther go. 
Burnt not our hearts within our beating breaſts, 
When He his death ſo roundly did ſuggeſt ? 


When He and you conferr'd along the way, 


I filent went, and mark'd what he did ſay. 

As nightly dews reviving drops impart, _ 

So dropp'd his words on my benighted heart; 
And though but few did ſuch a ſhine afford, 


His great ſalvation - plan I ſoon explor'd: 


Tis great indeed! where hath He counſel ſought ? 

Or who ſuch heights and depths of wiſdom 
taught? 

What majeſty and mercy does one ſee ! 

And trutb, and love, in this œconomy! 

Unable the procedure I to ſhew, 


Or order tell: but what I can 1'll do, 


CLEOPAS, 
Do ſo, dear friend; for, grant to others ſkill, 
Yet this I know, thou haſt as good a will; 
„ 5 Ard 
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And heart and will, mongſt friends like you and 
me, 

Shall make amends for inability : 

And here too, time and place might plead ſome 
right ; 

We're on the road, in covert of the night; ; 

Nor need we hurry much, it 1s not late ; 

Few hours will bring us back to Salem's gate. — 


FRIEND. 


Ah! feeble gate, and faithleſs city too! 
J ſigh to think what will and muſt enſue; 
What ſtrange ſtupidity hath clos'd her eyes! 
The ſelf-efteem'd, the only good and wile : 
Yet, midſt her wiſdom, ſo unwiſe has been, 
To think the blood of beaſts could cancel ſin; 
For fin, we thought, no mighty taint convey'd; 
A trivial debt that wy was paid : 
But no ſuch matter; ne'er was creature found 
In glory's realms to do't, tho? ſought all round; 
Nor all their hoſts, tho? all were join'd in one, 
Could pay the debt, or taint of fin atone: 
Then the Creator, or (what is the ſame) 
Our Maſter, ſurety for the debt became. 
When Adam ſinn'd thro” unbelicf, and fell, 
And drew us to the dark precincts of hell, 
Then He engag'd, preſcrib'd the year and day, 
And promis'd He would come himſelf, and pay: 1:4 
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Tin when, He ſubſtituted in his place, 


Our ſacrifice of beaſts, and day of grace; 


Or what we call the high atoning day; 
Where his deſign in nice proportion lay, 
And where the blood, as proxy, year by year, 


Procur'd our peace, till He ſhould once appear: 


And now He's come, all full of glad'ning grace, 
Our legal types to truth mult yield theie place: 
That pard'ning love, which was to us confin'd, 
Muit be promulg'd to al! the human kind. 

Our little model matt be laid ade, 

Since who created All, for All has dy'd ; 

Dy'd oa the croſs, and pay'd off all the ſcore, 
That ſtricteſt juſtice could demand, and more: 
Smear'd with his bleſſed blood you know he hung, 
(Our eyes beheld him) o'er the flupid throng, 
Who preſs'd around, and loudly did exclaim, 
Their prieſts to pleaſe, and Him, juſt ſoul, defame, 
Ah why, Caiaphas, why fo madly bent | 
Gainſt him thy office does but repreſent ? 
Conſider, man, and know, unwiſe, that you 
Are but a ty pic prieſt, and He the true, 

What bodes the ſignet hanging on thy breaſt ? 
His children's names are on his heart impreſt; 
And in the palms of both His koly hands, 
Ingrav'd with iron, their memorial ſtands; 

And where the mitre to thy front is bound, 


There bloody proofs of love his brow ſurround: 


Thee 


ee 


1% 


Thee and thy terrene tabernacle too 

We need no more, for God hath pitch'd a new. 

On earth, His tent, the beaming glories play, 

Down from the temple of eternal day: 

There, with his blood, our pricf ſhall ſoon 
aſcend, I 

And ſaints and angels His aſcent attend: 

On either fide a joyful train ſhall be, 

A little ſketch of- what we once ſhall fee : 

And millions join'd make glory's regions ring, 

When He his blood before the throne does bring, 

And, with bis finger in the ſacred gore, 

Blots all the book of God's remembrance o'er ; 

Where Adam's fin, and ours, were writ at large, 

And all the world's collected debt and charge; 


Fach evil deed and word, the total fum 


Of every ſoul, paſt, preſent, and to come: 
But now's eternal juſtice fully paid ; 
No ſyllable of wrath can Satan read. 


Hear, earth, from end to end :—now on the ſcore 


Ot ſin, or fins, dies not a mortal more: 
What ſinks the foul to hell, and endleſs grief, 
Is only now ungrateful unbelief; 


A baſe refufing what his love procur'd, 


A chooſing darkneſs, hating to be cur'd ; 
And, O Cleopas! joyful ſhould I be, 


II all this moment could be brought to ſee 
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What laſtiog treaſures God for them defign'd, 

And made the method ſhort that they might find; 

Confirm'd by teſtament, all ſure and good, 

And ſign'd and ſeal'd with his Almighty blood. 

But yet, alas! one can already know, 

How in ſucceeding times the thing will go; 

What numbers Satan's ſubtle ways ſhall blind, 

Leſt they the deeds ſhould read, and there ſhould 
hr d, 

Jo their ſurprize, their patrimonial ſtore, 

And joyful vow to be his ſlaves no more. 


zut to return from whence I Rept aſide; 
No laſting peace could our ſhort day provide: 


Both day and peace too ſoon did diſappear, 


And needs mult be repeated once a year: 

Bur this great day no night ſhall ever ſee, 

Till comes the eve of long Eternity. 

In ev'ry age, as well as ev'ry land, 

As newly {lain, his wounds ſhall open ſtand: 
Yea, ev'ry land, for now that ſaying's true, 
That former things ſhould be created new. 

Our tottering Salem's boaſted days are o'er, 
For time's at hand when ſhe ſhall be no more: 
But that new Church our Maſter call'd his fold, 


One fold, one ſhepherd, and one only door, 
Whereby to enter in, and there's no more. 0 


CLEOPAS. 
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CLroPAs. 


Ay, fold and door: now ſurely do I find | 

'The things our Maſter meant and had in mind, 

When once he ſaid, My ſheep ſhall hear my 
voice, 

« And in one common fold follow by choice: 

«« | am the Door, and whoſoe'er he be 

« Will enter in, muſt enter in thro” Me:“ 

Tho? then *twas unintelligible found 

To me, and to the Jews that ſtood around. 

But here I'll ceaſe and give my brother room: 

Do thou the thread I broxe again reſume : 

Go on, and tell, for thou can'ſt better ſhew - 

What's meant by dor, and by therein to go. 


FritxD. 


I will, dear friend; and you attention lend ; 
And know, when our High- prieſt ſhali up aſcend, 
While He appears before Jeyovan's throne, 
His ſervants here below ſhall make it kaown : 
Borne up on Love and Zeal's molt rapid wing, 
The joyful news to diſtant lands ſhall bring ; 

And tell the heathen people far and wide, 

That ancient Friend of theirs for them has dy'd; 
That each, who will but bow his haughty foul, 
Now in his blood atonement-day may hold: 
This now's the Door of our dear Maſter's fold : 

| | And 


— — 


p 1 


. e 3 — — — 


10 


And every one, that would be ſav'd from ſin, 

Through this one only Door muſt enter in. 

Since now, Cleopas, you the threlhold know, 

You foon ſhall ſee how men therein mult £0, 

No pardon lir'el found till fin was own'd, 

Upon that day, when blood of beaſts aton'd, 

Whoe'er repented not, was not abſolv'd; 

Sad ſeparation on his head devoly'd : 

In either caſe is the condition one; 

The {ame in kind and number, one alone: 

But if you bid, I briefly will pourtray 

The right repentance of the coming day.— 

With due reflection you yourſelf bethink, | 

What bitter draughts our faithful Friend did 
drink : 

And who it was ſuch griefs did undergo, 


To ſave us from our dark lethargic woe: 


Now who, ungrateful, can withhold his heart, 
Live unto ſelf, unmihdful of his ſmart; 

Such ſoul is wicked in the higheſt ſenſe: 

"Tis this, that ſurely is impenitence: 


But as our Maſter's meſſengers proceed, 
Aud thro? the earth their buſy ſteps do guide, 


Proclaiming Grace : whoe'er ſhall read or hear, 


Wich hearts intent, as well as outward ear, 


And fo relenting, change their mind, and ſav, 


« [ord God, who dy'd for ſinners, hear | pray 


„Of unbelicf and blindneſs I complain; 
« That root of ſin! O let me here obtain 
. Cc Thy ; 
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„Thy pardon on this glad atoning day, 

And in thy blood waſh all my fins away!“ 

This is repentance of the trucſt kind : 

Repentance means ſo much as change of mind; 

An honeſt purpoſe of the heart to break 

From world's communion, and itſelf betake 

To Him who bled, with whom ene day to live, 

Is greater wealth than earthly kings can give : 

Then open is that quick, almighty ear, 

That ſuch: like plaints as theſe is pleas'd to 
hear; | 

And, ere the ſoul's aware, ſhe will obtain 

A bliſs that mortal tongue can nc er explain, 

She views the ſacrifice as on the tree, | 

With joyful ſhame, and quite amaz'd to ſec 

Her kind Creator bleeding fo to death, 

Who lov'd her long, or ere ſhe drew her breath; 

And to confirm what then he had deſigu'd, 

Confers this earneſt of another wind; 

Pardon without reſerve from ev'ry ſin: 

And this, my brother, tis to enter in; 

Iato our Maſter's holy, happy fold, 

Where he will ſhepherd be, as once was told. 

Nor tedious penance does repentance need ; 

Vain ſelf-relief thus fondly doth proceed: 

Such fancy firſt to cure their mortal wound, 

Then let our Maſter heal, and make them ſound: 


No; 
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No; men muſt change their minds without de- 
lay, 

(Mercy then meets them more than half the way) 

Own all their wretched, loſt, and helpleſs caſe, 

And God's dear Blood alone for help embrace : 

Nor his deſign ſhould c'er evaded be, 

By ſhew of falſe miſtaken modeſty ; 

Since God will give, men may with joy comply; 

Nought recommends them but their milery : 

That very guilt, and conſciouſneſs, which they 

Would make excuſe to keep from him away. 

So father Adam once did fly, 'tis ſure, 

From Him, who came in love to help and cure; 

And when his bleſt Phyſician call'd, then he 


Excus'd himſelf with this falſe modeſty ; 


Which, in effect, was juſt as he ſhould ſay, 

„ Becauſe I needed thee, I fled away: 

«« The ſerpent gave a mortal bite, ſo I 

„ Turn'd far from Life, for fear leaſt I ſhould 
die.” 

Ah, fooliſh wiſdom this! but this doth ſhow 

The human wretchedneſs, and root of woe. 
That fatal bite is center'd in the heart, 

And thence doth poiſon all and ev'ry part; 
Blotches of oaths, that ſtink and give offence, 

And utching ſpots of ſad concupiſcence, 

Inceflant run; and boils of Juſt beſide; 

The ulcer old, of unbelief and pride: 


A ſtupid 
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A ſtupid numbneſs too has ſeiz'd the mind, 

Quite de ad to God and Love, and inly blind, 
Now to this end, as He Himſelf expreſt, 

Our Maſter here in fleſh was maniteſt, 

To heal thoſe wounds, and faith and love reſtore, 
Where nought but ſelf and ſin was ſeen betore : 
And this in future times the truth ſhall ſhew, 

If men have yet received him, or no. 

Whoe'er's unheal'd, — nor doth repent, 
Hath not embrac'd him: no, tis evident; 

Who's unattach'd to this Phyfician (till, 

His mercy has not tailed, nor his ſxill. 

And ſad's their caſe, who ſo their cure neglect, 
And make His blood and toil of no effeR, 

And all His kind deſign, and all He*s done, 
From Adam's days, and fince the world begun, 


CLeoPas, 


Alas, for ſuch! they will repent, I fear, 

When He to take account ſhall once appear: 

For if our fins a mortal hickneſs be, 

And the Almighty Healer only He; 

What bold perverſeneſs does this thing imply, 
Thus to contemn his grace, and thus to fly! 
Thus from relief, and from a friend, to run 
The fick ſhould ne'er a kind phyſician ſhun, 
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Nor does a kind, phy ſieian e' er upbraid, 

Or make a fearful! heart (ll more afraid : 

He underftands the cauſe of ills too well, 

What doch opprels the ſick, and how they feel : 
But pities ſuch with tenderneſs of heart, 

Exerts his fell, and helps with utmoſt art, 
How much more tender ſtil, and loving, He, 
Who plants this tenderneſs, Himſelf mult be! 
Not to accuſe, or to depreſs us more, 


He came: wejuſtly were condemn'd before; 


To heal and make the heart replete with bliſs, 
This is the part He acts, and only this: 
For ſince ke came not here the ſound to heal, 


Nor ſuch who fondly think they nothing ail; 
Then who the greateſt lengths in woe have ron, 


And who by fin's deceits are molt undone, 
A prior right unto his mercy have; 
And ſuch He evermore delights to ſave ; 


Lea, evermore; I would this finners knew; 


My ſoul I plight, that they ould find it true: 
It only try d, if only once they may 
But halt and hear what their own hearts will ſay, 
There wiſdom would her wondrous counſels give: 
O fianers, hear thy Maſter's voice, and live! 
Yea, finners, (ſo again I loud muſt cry) 
And I, as ſuch, this ſaying juſtify. 
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Sach finners too, who could not hide their fall, | 
Whoſe {pots of fin were evident to all: 

Such ſure will come, and bleſs that lovely Name, 

And joy to tell of His deferved fame; 

Much ſounder made on this atoning day, 

Than Na'man came from Jordan's fireams away, 

But ſee, our eaſy ſteps the time do waſte ; 

*Twere not amils to make a little haſte, 

Leſt we, perchance, ſhall there arrive too late, 

And find the watch have clos'd the city gate, 
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